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You can judge a growing bank 
by the companies it keeps 


For 60 years, Bank Hapoalim has been a leading force 


New York-Los Angeles 
in Israel's growing economy. By Consistently providing Chicago-Philadelphia 
major corporations and institutions with the Miami-Boston-Toronto 
professional services and expertise expanding μγαγρνθμνᾶτες ταῦτα 
usinesses require. In israel and abroad. Zurich Lunembon 
Backed by over $19 billion in assets, Bank Hapoalim Buenos Alres-Sao Paulo 
is Israel's leading bank in growth and profits. Caracas-Mexico City 
- Μοπίενίάοο. Punta del Este 
Panama City-Cayman islands 


And over 330 branches of the group in israel 


isn’t it time you met us. ΕΝ Rothschild Blvd. Tl Avi, Israel 


_ Bank Hapoalim: 


ὅπλα πάτα πο τ oni zalenshah oth 


With Great Joy and Profound Pride 


the officers and staff of the 


United Jewish, Appeal 
join with the people of Israel 
: in celebrating the 34 th anniversary 


| ᾿ of the establishment of the third 
and everlasting commonwealth of Israel. 


We renew our pledge todo our full share 
together with Israel’s people 


nf. to help builda haven of peace and freedom, 
faa 
᾿ a model of justice and equality, 

: avibrant and secure Jewish society 

᾿ 


in the historic Jewish homeland. 


The people of Bank Hapoalim, 
in fourteen countries throughout the world, 
salute the State of Israel: . - 


ppy Thirty-Fourth Birthday © 
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EDUCATION AND Culture 
Minister Zevulun Hammer is con- 
cerned with “confidence-building 
measures” this Independence Day. 
He sees in them the key to the 
future of the peace process. 


Unlike Ghali, though, Hammer is 
preoccupied with confidence 
building for Israelis, not for Polesti- 
nians. And he demands that Egypt, 
and the other Arabs — including 
the Palestinians — recognize 
Israel's need for confidence 
building, and supply that need. 


“We are a traumatized nation," 
Hammer said in an interview on 
Martyrs and Heroes 
Rememberance Day last week. 
“Our confidence in mankind, in 
Western values — and in the Arabs 
— has been sorely shaken. we 
learned on our own flesh the fal- 
libility of human morals. We have 
learned, too — it was seared into us 
in four wars — the significance of 
the Arabs’ refusal to accept us as an 
organic part of this region, and the 
cruel meaning of the ‘Palestine 
Convenant.' 


“We are a people for whom the 
20th century has been a traumatic 
experience. Nevertheless, we did 
nol succumb to cynicism; we did 
not lose hope, nor did we seek to 
opt out of history asa result. On the 
contrary, the creation of the State 
of Israel signified our intense desire 
to believe, to have confidence in the 
power of human regeneration, 
despite everything. 


νῶν 


Confidence building 
is the key to the 
future: this is the 
message both of 
Israel’s Zevulun 
Hammer and of 
Egypt’s Butros 
Ghali, in interviews 
with The Post's 
David Landau as 
Israel completed its 


WE ISRAELIS sorely need some 
cheering up these days, days of 
daubt and strife and fear of what the 
fulure may hold in store. We need a 
new injection of faith, a reinforce- 
ment of confidence that the risks 
and sacrifices are worthwhile. 
My own infusion of optimism 
came from an unlikely source: a 
five-hour interview, full of accusa- 
tions and recrimination, with 
Egypt's Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Dr. Butros Ghali. 
Ghali looks back with bitterness. 
Camp David, he says, was a tran- 
sient “intermezzo." In many 


withdrawal from 
Sinai. But while for 
Hammer it is Israel, 
traumatized by 
Holocaust and wars, | orn 


which he lays the blame squarely on 
Israel. The prospect of a Palestinian 
solution, and thus of a comprehen- 
sive Israeli-Arab peace, seems to 
have receded. Israel is “blind” to 
the Palestinian reality. 
Where, then, In all this is the 
source of hope arid reassurance, It 
is in Ghali’s sense of historical 
perspective, a Pharaonic philosophy 
of patience and perseverance. 
“We're just at the beginning of the 
process,” he says. “You cannot 
judge these things in an early stage. 
‘The walls of Jericho did not fall all 
al once... Sooner or later we will ob- 
tain the beginning of a solution.” 
Camp David was an “intermez- 
zo," he continued, “but Israel will 
have to go back to it, You will dis- 
cover that you cannot live without 
it, if you really want to find a solu- 
tion to the Middle East crisis, That 


is our analysis of the facts, and it re- 
mains valid." 


that needs to be 
reassured, for Ghali 
it is the 
Palestinians’ 
confidence in peace 
and dialogue that 
has to be built up. 


THE "INTERMEZZO" of Cam 
David, which says Ghali, extended 
through the signing of the peace 
treaty the following March, “ended 
when Moshe Dayan and Ezra 
Weizman lost power in the Israeli 
establishment. These were the two 
men who played ἃ vilal role; both at 
Camp David and in the treaty 
negotiations. Due to them, and at 
the legal level to (then Allorney- 
General and now Supreme Court 
Justice) Aharon Barak, Peace was 
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“But that desire has to be nur- 
tured and encouraged. We cunnot 
shake off our fears and nightmares 
merely by talking among ourselves. 
The role of our national leadership 
— in part through the peace process 
— is to create a climate in which the 
nation's ability to hope and believe 
can take root and flourish. 

“The Egyptians have a key role in 
restoring and refurbishing our shat- 
tered confidence. I refer not tu tran- 
slent trust in this or that provision in 
an agreement, but to a deep and 
ongoing relationship. 

“We shall be watchful, suspicious 
— always testing and weighing the 
seriousness of Cairo’s pledge of No 
More War.” 


FOR HAMMER, the aftermath of 
the shooting incident on the Temple 
Mount was a massive setback to the 
confidence building that would ac- 
company the peace process. “Every 
Jew in Israel condemned it as a 
lunatic act. The two chief rabbis 
declared that the perpetrator would 
‘lose his portion in the World-to- 
Come.’ One might have expected 
that in view of this blanket condem- 
nation the Arab world would have 
realized that the incident grieved us 
as well as them. 

“Such a reaction would have 
shown that a bridge of under- 
standing is gradually being built. 
But instead they exploit this act of 
individual irrationality. They accuse 
and condemn our whole nation. 
They create hysteria and whip up 


signed and (rust established. 

“When they left, they were no 
longer there to maintain what we 
had agreed, Because un agreement 
is based not only on words, but on 
what is behind the words, and on 
the execution which follows from 
the words, These were the two men 
who were due to execute the two 
Camp David agreements. The 
retrogression after Camp Duvid 
came with the beginning of the fall 
from power of Moshe Dayan and 
Weizman... 

“Their personalities would have 
been important in the implementu- 
tion, and, ad contrarium, the fact 
that they left proved that there was 
disagreement over the implementa- 
tion of what had been agreed up- 
on.” 

On the face of it, Dayan's and 
Weizman's political fates seem to 
show that public opinion in Isrucl 
supported Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin in ousting them 
and spurning their ideas, 

But Ghali rejects this reuding, 
“Dayan got only two seats (in the 
1981 election) because he left ‘the 
system,’ not because his ideas 
weren't popular. Even Ben-Gurion 
only got four seats when he ran 
alone, and Ben-Gurion is con- 
sidered today the real founder- 
father of your country. If Dayan 
had stayed in the system and fought 
in the system, if Ezra had Stayed in 
the party and fought — they would 
have been able to use the machinery 
of power to make their ideas ac- 
cepted by public opinion, 

“What {s important js not only a 
policy, but the way you present it to 
public opinion. This is the role of a 
leader; to know how to Present a 
certain Idea that is in advance of his 
time.” 

D Dayan's dogged advocacy of his 
“unilateral autonomy" acheme dur- 
ing the last year of his life was 
“useless, because he was no longer 
in power,” Ghali says. "1 learned 
the - uselessness of writing papers 
and articles in my own experience. 


It takes 20 yea ἢ 
πε τντάρε τς γε re antl you influence 


ele hatreds, 

“Did the UN accuse a 
demn the whole Atéevican pat 
when someone shot at Reagan, οἱ 
the whole Turkish nation when 4 
Turk wounded the Pope? How are 
we (0 persuade our childten ig 
believe in the values of the W, 
world, to huve confidence in the 
Arabs’ values, when they are shows 
to be so palpably hypoctitical? 
When King Khalid calls on the en. 
lire Moslem world to exploit this in. 
cident? 

“The upshot is that the crisis of 
confidence between us is deepened, 
our own traumatic memories are 
reinforced. No real peace will come 
until the time comes when there are 
other voices, other reactions, in the 
Arab world, Pence is not jut 
borders and treaties: it is mutusl 
respect, understanding and con 
fidence. It must be expressed not 
only in diplomatic documents, but 
in books, in schools, in the family 
environment, in the community. 

“I'm not looking for the PLO to 
suddenly recognize me, or for Saudi 
Arabia to declare that it 
acknowledges my existence. Whst 
is required is a gradual, consistent 
process of acquiescence, reconcilia- 
tion, and confidence building, 

“With Egypt we have moved 
from war to peace, We paid a heavy 
price; | don't have to catalogue the 
components of that price, Now itis 
Egypt's turn to pay. We accepted 
the risk, and invested in the hope. 
What | expect from Egypt now is 


Had Duyan and Weizman 
persevered in power, thelr idess 
would have triumphed “because 
thuse idens ure the real interests of 
Israel." 


LIKE SO MANY people in Israel 
and ubroad, Butros Ghali seems to 
have been smitten by the magical 
attraction of Moshe Dayan’s uri- 
{πεῖν original mind, Interestingly 
though, he does not ascribe much 
importance, in terms of the peace 
process, to Dayan's two secret 
meetings in Morocco in autuma 
1977 with Sudut's emissary, Hassan 
Tohamy. Perhaps because he did 
not know about them until much 
later. 

“They were something very 
peripheral,” he says. “They may 
have helped to create a certain at 
mosphere, but 1 don’t believe aay 
busic things were agreed at these 
Meetings.” 

(Dayan confirms, in his book, 
that no agreement was reached; 
he certuinly does not relate to the 
two meetings as “peripheral. ) 

At any rate, Ghali remembers 
Dayan during Sadat’s visit te 
Jerusalem as “shy and not vely 
communicative.” The first, fall 
breaking conversations that G d 
had were with Weizman an 
Deputy Prime Minister ΥἹ 
Yadin. and 

Ghali is aware that Dayal Aor 
Weizman themselves were less A 
charitable towards each other 
their respective books on the ; 
process. Indeed, they we! 


who have known them both eau sy: 
they were a perfect team. Trea 
seen such a good team. 5 πρὶ 
House Weizman would say:: he’ 
Butros, go and see μανία 
depressed,’ or ‘Why don’t youn”, 
him to dinner tonight and lek © 
him?’ Ezer did 8 wonderful jot it 
call it public relations. (δ ‘And 
negotiation, it doesn’t matter: © 


he always deferred to Dayat asste.- oS 
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change — in the schools, in the 
streets, in the mosques, in the way 
they teach the Koran. Change, that 
is, towards us, towards Israel. If 
there is no change, there will be no 
real peace.” 

In the practical terms of daily 
diplomacy and the peace process, 
the quest for confidence building 
should mean that there be no pres- 
sure now on Israel in the months 
and years ahead. “The Egyptians 
are a people with patience. If they 
say: Now that we have completed 
the withdrawal from Sinai, ‘Make 

ace with the other Arabs — or 
else...” I shall feel that we have been 
betrayed. 

“Tt is not my duty now to come up 
with answers or solutions for the 
Arabs. I have demonstrated, 
tangibly and indeed painfully, how 
much I am prepared to sacrifice for 
peace. It’s up to them now — to 
give me confidence. If there is tangi- 
ble trust, 1 am sure we will eventual- 
ly reach an understanding.” 

That, after all, was the underlying 
rationale of the Camp David ac- 
cords. They provided for pre of 
confidence building. The peace 
with Egypt was to take three years 
until it was finalized, Perhaps, says 
Hammer, in the light of the last- 
minute disputes that threatened to 
delay the withdrawal, three years 
were too short a time, The 
autonomy scheme for Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza is to be in force 
for five years. Hammer would have 
preferred a much longer span. But 


he clings firmly to the logic of the 
testing-period — “to live together 
and see if the atmosphere changes, 
if people's thinking changes. 

“t cannot know now what | would 
be prepared to give up then, if such 
changes evolved. | know that now I 
cannol agree to have Arabs one 
kilometre away from me saying they 
want to be here instead of me.” 
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HAMMER WAS NOT always such 
an ardent advocate of the Cump 
David philosophy. He abstuined in 
the original Knesset vote — muinly, 
he says, “becouse 1 thought we 
should have reached the agreement 
without the need to remove Jewish 
settlements.” 

Does he believe today thut we 
could have had both the peace und 


the settlements? "1 don't know,” he 
suys carefully. “1 wasn't involved in 
the detailed negotiations.” 

With time, though, he becnme 
convinced that the decision by the 
government and the Knesset mi- 
jorily wus the right one. “Peace is 
like Eretz Yisrael," he says. "It is 
very, very hard to give it up once 
you hnve it in your grasp.” 


“It was a tough decision,” he con- 
tinues. "1 still lie awake nights 
churning it over in my mind. Ht was 
fraught with risks. [It created a 
dangerous precedent. And it caused 
real grief and suffering to hundreds 
of fine {sraeli families. 

“But we took it with our eyes 
open. We saw it a8 a matter of 
priorities: the risk and danger und 
individual suffering on the one 
hand, weighed against the prospect 
of endless wars with Egypt. Not that 
we wouldn't have won the wars. But 
preventing bloodshed is itself o 
weighty national consideration. 
Moreover, you cannot build a na- 
tion and a society in endless war, 
unless war is the only option — and 
is perceived as such by the whole 
nation. 

“Nor did we ever believe, even in 
those eurly, heady days, that peace 
with Egypt would mean an instant 
and total transformution from 30 
years of strife to harmony and 
brotherly Jove. There were bound to 
be difficulties and disputes all along 
the way — as indecd there have 
been and still are. That is no reuson 
fo give up, lo revoke the pence. 

“The situation is not one of 
either-or: eilher a brave new world 
ar a ‘false peace’.” (Hammer's 
reference here — and il was a clear- 
ly critical one — was to Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shumir’s warning 
alu recent Young Herut rally that 
Isrne] would not tolerate a "false 
peace,’) 

(Continued an page 7) δὶ 
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older man. 

Does this mean that the peace 
process, bereft now of Dayan und 
Weizman, is doomed to steady 
erosion? 

“My answer,” says Ghali, “‘is that 
when we began to tlk to Dayan and 
Weizman, they weren't Dayan and 
Weizman! Weizman used to say 
there were two kinds of Israelis: 
those who had been to Egypt and 
those who hadn't. We hope for 
change through continuous 
dialogue. 

“Being an optimist, { say thal as 
Israel has produced men like Dayan 
and Weizman, and as the dialogue 
between us and Dayan and 
Weizman proved possible, we 
believe that ihe same Israeli society 
will produce other leaders who will 
&ct with the same political imagina- 
tlon that they both had. And we 
have the patience to wait for those 
leaders," 

τ seems incongruous for the 
Egyptian statesman to complain 
that two key Israeli peacemakers 
dropped from power during the 
Peace process whien on the Egyptian 
side Sadat himself was so suddenly 
and savagely removed. But Ghali's 
logic is different. “We are the same 
team; nobody has changed. There 
'§ Continuity in our system. 
We are the same men: Kemal Has- 
san Ali and Osama (el-Baz) and 
Butros Ghali and (former Premier) 

ustaphu Khalil who is vice- 
chairman of the party for foreign af- 
airs and attends all the meetings of 
the political bureau.” (He glosses 
Over the removal of Defence 
Minister Abdel Ghani Gamasy.) 

President Hosni Mubarak has 

€n intimately involved in the 
Pence process from the start.-“At 
the Madison (Hotel in Washington, 
during the treaty talks),” Ghali 


Tecalls, “we addressed our cables - 


tvery night to Hosni Mubarak, not 


'0 Sadat. It was Mubarak who sent. 


Us Instructions.” ee. 
Guzing down from the wall of his 

ὃ ice ἰδ a huge portrait of Sadat in 

leld-marshall's uniform. If seems to 
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Underscore Ghail's words: he and | 


the other men who run Egypt's 
foreign policy are indelibly iden- 
tified with Sadat und with Sadat's 
political legacy. 


THE “RETROGRESSION” in the 
peace process following Cump 
David — or, as Ghali would have it, 
following the political demise of 
Dayan and Weizman — primarily 
affected the “Framework for Peace 
in the Middle East," that is, the 
“full autonomy” scheme. 

“They (Dayan and Weizman) 
were more open, they hud more 
political imagination,” he says. 
“They were more ready to imple- 
ment Camp David according to the 


spirit of Camp David, not according , 


toa pre-Camp David mentality. Hud 
they stayed, Camp David would nol 
have been an intermezzo, but a con- 
tinuous concept.” ᾿ f 

Many Israelis who mourn with 
Ghali the removal of Dayan and 
Weizman from the peace process 
see their removal as a result of the 
“retrogression” rather than as its 
cause. For the cause they cite the 
wave of rejectionism that swept the 
Arab world, engulfing even the pro- 
Western moderates, inmediately 
following Camp David. — 

There were backpedalling state- 
ments by Begin, too, [rom the very 
morrow of the summit conference, 
and Egypt at the time blamed these 
statements for souring the at- 
mosphere. But looking back now 
with a broader perspective, the Jor- 
danian and Saudi Arabian spurning 
of the Camp David framework — 20 

atently unanticipated by both 
pt and the U.S. — sland out a8 
the hammer-blows that gravely im- 


paired the prospects of the Camp - 


David autonomy scheme’s being 
realized. The moderates’ rejec- 
tionism, plus the knee-jerk 


negativism οἵ the Palestinians * 


ives. 5 
Seat Ghali will have none of this. 


- “Byer since Camp David,,’ he in- 


ists, “the message from the Arab 

noderatea fiad been: “We're ready 
ome in - i f ν 

pao for the injans.’ But 


if you can show us- 


we cannot show them anything, 
becuuse there has been ne pro- 
gress." 

In Octuher, 1978, fess than a 
month after Camp David, Ghali 
recalls, Egypt first presented [sriel 
a list of suggested ‘confidence- 
building measures’ on the West 
Bank. The measures would have 
meant a liberalization for the 
Palestinians. The list was resubmit: 
ted in 1980, and discussed time und 
again. In Septeniber, $981, at the 
last Sadat-Begin summit, the two 
sides solemnly undertook that 
‘confidence-building measures’ 
would be introduced in the Isrieli 
administered areus as the backdrop 
for a resumption of the stalled 
autonomy talks. 

Israeli spokesmen today cite that 
joint’ communique to show that 
Egypt “welcomed” the Sharon- 
Milson policies in the areas. 

Ghali treads carefully. “We have 
had ‘four years of promises, but 
nothing has been fulfilled. The 
Israelis say, ‘Give us time, time to 
pick the right moment.’ We have to 
trust them; you can't deal with peo- 
ple unless there is trust.” 

But he does not bother to conceal 
his cynicism over (srael's altempt to 
portray the village leagues as an 
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authentic alternntive leadership for 
the Palestinians. “Quishing, too, 
claimed that le wasn't a quisting...” 


AND WHEN WE turn Fram unalye- 
ing the past to considering the 
future, the sense of great grievance 
and resentment on hehalf of the 
Palestinians comes welling up, in 
spite of Ghali’s diplomatic can- 
straints, 

“L don't want to provoke your 
public opinion," he says, “but [ tell 
you frankly you remind me of the 
French in Algeria, They were sur- 
rounded by the Algerians — bur 
they didn't see them. The 
Alegerians didn't exist fer them. 
They were just out there 
sumewhere, in the forest, in the 
background, You too are blind to 
the Patestinians.” 

After four and a half years of in- 
tensive contact with Israel and 
Israelis (Ghali says he spends half 
his working day on the peace 
process in one form or another), “1 
can say [ betier understand your 
obsessions from within — and | bet- 
ter understand your complete lack 
of comprehension of the Palestinian 
problem When we discuss it with 
your establishment — it is as though 
the Palestinians don't exist. Oh, yes, 
you have your intelligence people 
and your Orientalists. But for the 
great majority the Palestinians don't 
exist. [ believe Mr, Begin has never 
seen a Palestinian. 

“Sometimes your people tell me 
stories about a Palestinian they 
once knew, years ago — like an 
anti-Semite saying ‘some of my best 
friends are Jews,’ " 

What is needed, he believes, “is πὶ 
hold and imaginative Isracli in- 
itiative towards the Palestinians. 11 
has lo come from Israel “because 
you are the occupiers.” Granted, 
Israel was the “occupier” of Sinai, 
too, and yet the initiative canie from 
President Sadat — but-that is not 
analogous, suys Chali. The Palesti- 
nian, unlike the Egyptians after 
1967, live the occupation in their 
daily. lives, :In myriad frictions, 
above. all in theif own, subjective 


feelings. [tis not realistic to expect fies 
them, in that situation, to produce a 
leader with the courage to do whal 
Sadat did. 

In secret, Ghali indicntes, there 
have been contacts “and you kaow 
the PLO is ready to talk. But neither 
of you has the leaders with the re- 
quired courage. Your weakness is 
that yuu have no leader to prepare 
public opinion for talking wilh the 
Palestinians. People tell me that had 
Ben-Gurion lived he would have 
been this sort af man,” 

Ghali brushes aside the conten- 
tion that Israelis, though ostensibly 
the “toccupiers,' in fact see 
themselves as turgets and victims of 
a world-wide campuign, 
speatheaded by the Palestinians, to 
isolate them und erade their 
strength and independence. This is 
a “classical” form of myopic vision 
“cammon to 50 many neo- 
colonialist systems. It is self-evident 
to any kind of honest scholar of 
histary.” 

But the same study of history 
gives him grounds for optimism. 
“You cannot live forever in a gar- 
rison state, in hostile surroundings. 
You fave te talk to the people 
around you. And around you, as the 
first line, you have the 
Palestinians.” 

Israel's eventual, inevitable 
dialogue with the Palestinians is, ac- 
cording to Ghali, the key lo the 
Jewish state's future development in 
the region. [t dovetails into the 
bronder prospect of Israel's 
“integration™ inte the Middle East. 

“L know you'll immediately jump 
up and attack that word, transform- 
ing it into ‘Arabization’ or ‘levan- 
tization.’ But that isn't what { mean. 

“Until now, you have failed to 
find a solution for the Palestinians. 
And as it's your problem, {t's our 
problem, If we can help you to 
recognize them, to talk to.lhem, to 
arrange u dialogue --- by showing an 
example: we talked aad we obtained 
— then thig wouldbe-our con. 
tribution.” , ἜΝ ae τὴ 
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Kopel Travel offers you the most revolutionary 
and rewarding vacation package ever. 


FREE Reduced airfare to Europe ΟΣ 
4 S A B TR LD “Hertz” rental car with unlimited kilometrage 
through Europe — $5 per day 
IN EUROPE :zxzx:, ὁ 
interest and linkage 


Only Kopel — the largest travel agent in Israel — can offer 
European vacation, 


Visit one of Kopel’s offices anywhere in Israel, and select a flight to one of the major cities of Europe. 


Fly a reliable regularly scheduled airline and, when you get off the plane, a Hertz rental car will be waiting for you, in which you 
can tour Europe with unlimited kilometrage. 


Whon your vacation’s done, return the car to the European city which you choose at the time of your registration — and fly home. 
The Hertz flect is at your disposal: 


you such a revolutionary and worthwhile programme for your 


# Larger cars are avuilable for additional paymenl. 

* Additional passengers in your cur pay nirfaro only. 

Ἢ Renta! conditions: minimum 14 days, maximum 30 
days, 

Rates do not include local Luxes, to be determined 

according to the standard Hertz table. 


* Economy cars with unlimited kilometrage: $5 per day per person (two passengers minimum). 
%* Small cars with wnliniled kilometrage: $6.5 per day per person {two passengers minimum). 


* Medium cars with unlimited kilometrage: $8 per day per person (two passengers minimum). 


Now that you've got full details on Kopel's revolutionary package, choose the programme most suitable for you from the selection below: 


Paris : Amsterdam 

Fly with Kopel to Paris, pick up your Hertz car and Fly with Kopel to Amsterdam, pick up your Hertz 
return it there or, at no additional charge, in car and return it there or, ato additional charge, 
Frankfurt or Amsterdam, and fly home. in Parls or Frankfurt, and fly home, 

Individual airfare: only $419 Individuy) airfare: only $419) 

Frankfurt * For an additional $50 par person, you may 
Fly with Kopel to Frankfurt, pick up your Hertz return the car in Milan or Rome. 

car and return it there or, at no additional charge, 
in Amsterdam, and fly home. 

Individual airfare: only $4191 

For an additional! $30 per person you may 
return the car in Milan orin Rome, 


Rome 

Fly with Kopel to Rome, pick up your Hertz car 

there, retumm it to Rome and fly home. 

Individual airfare: only $329] 

* After July £, 1982, individual airfare will rise 
by $24, 


Milan 


Fly with Kopel to Milan, pick up your Hertz car 
and return it there or in Rome at no extra charge, 
and fly home. 

Individual airfare: only $3611 


* After July 1, 1982, individual airfare will rise 


Please note! 


: ΕΙΠΕ : * all i i 
by $17, 7 a July 1, 1982, individual-airtare will rise package 4s any ee init ae ages 
Madrid by $37, (including the additions), Additional passengers 


Copenhagen 

Fly with Kopel to Copenhagen, pick up your Hertz 
car and return it there or, at no additional charge, 
at one of the following places: Amsterdam, 


Fly with Kopel to Madrid, pick up your Hertz car oeciidran ποι our do not Pay Morente δε 
and return it there, 


Individual airfare: only $5051 
“You may retum the car in Milan for an 


Pees : ἢ Frankfurt, London, Paris, Milan or Rome; fly home hil . 
baal ΠΩ per person, or in Rome for an from where you return the car! μὴν eran: ai ; nildren 
i iona per person. Individual airfare: only $480! under 131 cent discount on airfare for ¢ 


Special payment possibilities for holders of Visa or Diners’ Club cards: 


* 50% in cash and 50% in four equal payments in shek 
* 10% in cash and 90% in six sisi, tntarest-f anise 


ree payments linked to the dollar 
* TUTH IN ADO 


KOPEL TRAVEL _ ᾿ 


Head office: 14 Frishman St., Tel Aviv, Tel. 03-246121 arid at all Kopel branches throughout Israel 


— = 


Dotails and bookings: 
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{Continued from page 5) 

“The anti-withdrawal dichards 
cite these difficulties and disputes as 
proof that the whole edifice of 
peace will imminently collapse But 
I say peace is like Zionism. There 
are difficulties and disappoint- 
ments, ecstatic ups and depressing 
downs. But I don't stop believing in 
it because of the downs, because of 
the problems,” 


IT CANNOT BE EASY. for Ham- 
mer to speak out against the anti- 
withdrawal diehards. After all, they, 
or their older brothers and sistera, 
were his political constituency, the 
alumni of Bnei Akiva who became 
the rank-and-file of his “Young 
Guard" faction within the NRP — 
before they deserted in droves to 
Tehiya. 


_ While they have veered towards 


rampant radicalism, he has seemed 
to mellow, perhaps with age, 
perhaps with the responsibilities of 
senior cabinet office. Political 


» cynics attribute his adoption of a 


more moderate image and idiom to 
his ambition to head the NRP — 
and not a shrunken NRP of six 
Knesset seats, but an NRP that, in 
Hammer's own words, can appeal 
to “Jews of all communal origins 
who have a positive approach 
towards Jewish culture and 
heritage,” 

Hammer does not deny that he 
has “undergone a significant 
change, in focus, in priorities.” 
Adam man, not only adama — land, 


has become centrally important in 
his thinking. After five years as 
Education and Culture Minister, he 
says, “Every centimetre is impor- 
tant; but every soul is holy too.” 
He has returned, he says, to the 
triad of classical religious Zionism: 
Am Yisrael, Eretz Yisrael, Torat 
Yisrael — Jewish people, Land of 
Israel, the Jewish Tora. ‘Some 
believe that Eretz Yisrael is more 
important than the other two com- 
bined; but 1 have learned that you 


cannot build Eretz Yisrael without 
the Am (nation) and without Tora, 
which is Jewish culture and 
heritage. Η 

“T have not forgotten or forsaken 
my original constituency. I still 
think that the national religious 
youth are fine idealists, Even 
though I differ from them, and think 
that they fail to appreciate the value 
and significance of the peace op- 
tion, { still hope that after the 
withdrawal we will be able to work 


together, to restore our tie." 


AFTER THE Sinai withdrawal, the 
national and international focus will 
be presumably, on Judea and 
Samaria. 

Hammer says his commitment 
there is unchanged and unwavering, 
though many hardliners would 
argue that support for the Camp 
David “Framework” inevitably 
compromises the pristine commit- 
ment — If only by forgoing the op- 
tion of immediate annexation. 

Tn any event, Hammer |s hoping 
for a reconciliation within the 
National Religious camp after the 
drama and trauma of Yamit subside 
— and for 8 re-energizing of the 
movement. After months of deep 
personal depression following the 
NRP’s election calamity last June 
(the party Jost half its Knesset 
strength), Hammer seems to be 
bouncing back. 

His hopes of broadening the 
party’s potential catchment area 
dovetail, he says, into his own ex- 
perience and evolving philosophy us 
Education and Culture Minister. He 
no longer thinks in “sectoral” 
terms, in terms of “obtaining 
henefits and comforts for a specific 
minority living in something of a 
cultural ghetto, Classical religious 
Zionism called for full partnership, 
in every aspect of national life.” 

At the ministry he has proved, he 
believes, that an Orthodox minister 
can deal with the secular education 
stream with compassion and under- 


standing — and at the same time 
coax the secular schools to in- 
troduce more Jewish studies into 
their curricula. “I am not asking 
them to believe — just to know 
about the Jewish heritage." 

His record as minister of culture, 
and as the cabinet member respon- 
sible by status for the Broadcasting 
Authority Law, also stand up to 
‘liberal’ scrutiny, he says, “The 
stigmas that were attached to me 
when 1 took over have proved un- 
founded.” He sees in the protection 
of freedom of speech ‘an authentic 
Jewish value." 

This same broad approach — 
Hammer defines it in terms of 
“lave and responsibility" — informs 
his attitude to “the peace option as 
a Jewish value." 

Unlike Herut, he says, the 
National Religious movement 
regards the state nol as an end in 
itself, but as a means to an end, asa 
vehicle for the Jewish people to five 
a physically secure and spiritually 
rich Jewish life, in the fullest sense. 

“If there is no other way than 
endless war to maintain the state — 
then we will fight, forever if need 
be, But that is not the purpose (of 
our existence here). We seck to 
build up other, different qualities in 
our people. We want to build a 
model society, based on the noble 
human values thot are imbued in 
our heritage. We want our stale to 
be strong — not only physically, but 
with inner, spiritual strength, That is 
why we must strive for peace.” 


(Continued from page 5} 

BUTROS GHALI talked and wrote 
about Israel's “integration” into the 
tegion 15 years ago, long before the 
peace talks, and Israelis naturally 
feel suspicious to hear him voice the 
same ideas today. 

Ghali admits that his idiom 15 
years ago naturally accorded with 
the political circumstances then 
Prevailing. “It wasn't easy then to 
talk about coexistence.” But he 
contends that the underlying 
historical and geopolitical 
imperatives that he postulated then 
remain valid today. Indeed, the 
Process of “integration” bas now 
begun, with the Israel-Egypt peace: 

“There are two stages. The first is 
Coexistence. Then — call it integra- 
Yon, call it federation, or whatever. 
t is unfair to ask me today for a 
Specific projection that will hold 


800d 30 years hence. But in addi- - 


tion to co-existence you have -to 
have another element, an element 
that will help to centralize, to syn- 
esize, . ᾿ 
“On a purely dialectical basis, 
you -have two factors: the dif- 


‘ ferences between the peoples in the 
-‘Tegion — and there are vast dif- 


stences; and what they have ἰῃ 


Common. We have to strengthen 


What we have in common. And this 
docen't mean you must abandon 
Your specificity .... One thing ia that 
We are part of the same region; that 
n itself is very important. Common 
anguage could become an impor- 
tant factor, Fifly per cent of the 
iraelis are Arab Jews, the Sephar- 
ἐπ: That is a positive element. 1 
rit they are the most anti-Arab, 
Ut nevertheless 1 believe that the 


a language will help to main- 
whi 


‘Sypt and speaks in Arabic. - 


' “Perhaps there will be a common - 
“cology, or a common economic * 


Infrastructure, 1 don't know, But we 


Must seek out and strengthen such: 


fommon denominatora, otherwise 
Your page will continue, ἡ ¥ 

im saying we YO 
will find it in the It i th 


the continuous dialogue — 88 ἢ 
en your president comes here to ~ 


basic transition from keeping the 
peace to building the peace. Look 
at Switzerland, for instance, how 
they have tried to find something in 
common, to maintain α minimum of 
association, with all of their 
neighbours.” 


THE PROBLEM from an Israeli 
standpoint, is that four and a half 


years after Sadat's visit to Jerusalem 
we seem to have made no headway 
even towards co-existence, let alone 
commonality of interests, with the 
rest of the Arab world, 

Is this not a failure on Egypt's 
part, a failure to act as a bridge 
between {sruel and the other Arabs? 
And is it not this very failure 
that has caused Israel's fears and 


suspicions to harden. Even Sudan 
and Oman, Egypt's two stalwart 
supporters during these four and u 
half years, have refused to make any 
public move of concilintion townrds 
Isracl. How can Israet be anything 
but discouruged? 

“It is a double vicious circle," 
Ghali replies. The moderate Arabs 
will not move until they see progress 
for the Palestinians. And the 
Palestinians themselves — the 
moderates among them ~— were 
deterred from coming forward “by 
your policies after Camp David. 
You annihilated any possibility (of 
talks with Palestinians). ΠῚ you say 
your goal is annexation, how can 
you expect them to talk? If you plan 
200 new settlements, and confiscate 
lands — what is there to talk ebout? 

“L completely disagree that Egypt 

proved incapable of influencing the 
Palestinians to talk, You must first 
have something to talk about. 
- “The other Arabs say ‘Show us 
something tangible, and we'll be 
behind you.’ The return of Sinai 
cuts both ways. They cite it as 
evidence of our selfishness, our in- 
difference to the Palestinians. 

“I say to them ‘Have you got 
anything else (to suggest)? I have 
had five years and you have had five 
years. What have you done in your 
five years? Nothing. You are even 
more divided than you were five 


years ago.” 


“And they reply, ‘We are divided 
because you have left us. You are 
the cause of our division..." δ 

“It is a double crisia of suspicion. 
We — that means you — must show 
Pergo « must deliver something. 
But you have delivered nothing on 
the West Bank. 1 don’t want a full 
solution: just'something to show the 
Arabs thal there is ihe beginning of 
a solution — then you'll have the 
change, Ἵ ‘ 

“You say bring Sugden, bring 


 Qman, as a bonval My answer ix — 


first produce progress on the West 
Bank. If you can deliver nothing, we 


san’ produce nobody. 


Hawever, Ghall continues, "We 


εὐ pan-break the double vicious circle. 


My approach is pragmatic; tet us 
continue to have the will to solve 
the problem, Let us help cach other 
after the final withdrawal.” 

The improvement of relations 
between Egypt and many Arab 
countries “is a victory’ for you — 
because they do so knowing that we 
and you are at peace.” 

“In spite of everything thit has 
happened — from the Golan, to the 
annexation of East Jerusalem, to the 
Likud declurations, τὸ the construc- 
tion of settlements — 1 believe that 
if there can be a change of at- 
mosphere in the West Bank and 
Gaza this will encourage the 
moderates to begin to participate. 
Even though the situation has ac- 
tually grown worse on the ground, 
the Arabs have learned, slowly, over 
the past four years that there is no 
other alternative, and that you have 
to work within Camp David. Even if 
you don't use the words ‘Camp 
David' you must use the idea — the 
idea of using Egypt to have negotia- 
tions. The precedents of 1949 (the 
armistice talks) and 1973 (the dis- 
ongagement talks) show that the 
other Arabs are ready to jump in — 
once they seo that .the plane fs 
beginning to take off. 

“April 26 must be a catalyst. The 
two of us can stand on the plateau 
and survey with satisfaction whal 
we have achieved together. To the 
Arabs we can say, ‘Laok —~ these 
agreements are honoured.’ And 
both Arabs and (araclis will see 
there is no other way. 

“Perhaps indeed [sracl and Egypt 
have been too preoccupied with — 
their own problems, and did nol 
devote enough effort to the Palesti- 


nians, (It was your tactic to push us «, 


in that direction.) Now, both of us 
have finished stage one, ‘wo’ have 
lime to think sincerely about the 
next stage. ᾿ 5 : 
ΤΙ ΜΟΙ common past faiture mus| 
hol causo us to give up trying agai 
After all, we're in the same -boat,: 
Above al! we must fight together the 


real danger — which is indiffergrice,.. a 
atouse. 
0 


resignation, a feeling that i 
to ‘continue the dialogu 


αἱ 


oS ναενπίντο apie mcf ames RNC nae 


sas suum Ce “ πο τ πππππἰὩ Ἰππσσ“π΄ππτϑτϑὐσυσνσιον. 


“Our Father-in-Heaven, Rock and 
Redeemer of Israel, bless the State of 
Israel, the beginning uf the sprouting 
of eur redemptiun.." 


THIS PRAYER by the [sracli Chief 
Rubbinute does nul hesitate to 
deseribe the State of Israel as “the 
beginning of the sprouting of (the) 
redeniption of the Jewish people. 
That the official rabhinate of 
Isracl should formulate such a 
prayer is in itself surprising: what is 
posilively astonishing, however, is 
its wide aceeplance by Jews 
everywhere, (As [ now releuse this 
arlicle, originally wrilten before the 
Yom Kippur War and published in 
1974, Emote that the acceptance of 
this prayer is no longer so wide. 
Perhaps, in view of what hus hup- 
pened in the interval, this is only 
natural. Yet, it is those who con- 
linne to hold fast ta the prayer that 
hold fast to ils original insight and 
show the fidelity that is needed ta- 
day LF.) Religious Jews inside 


and outside Esrael Γι 

symagopue, and seculari 
whe neither frequents 
nob recile pr 
prayer. as it wer 
hit with the 


yers, ree 
net witht their lips 
ἘΝ 
expectations by 
ie nok gwar une 
: nether is the tion of 
these with the ingathe ring of the ex- 
iles in a restored Jewish com 
nionwealth, Maye thin merely un- 
usual he er. if nat altugether 
without precedent, is Une inking of 
Mese, even by Jervent belevers, 
with ao histone esent) vbvadr 
chal aed anequivecally present No 
matter how cautiously interpreted, 
Ἶ huture ψαπηι be 
Pelcment ob absalnleness, 
whereas (he Με μὴ presents in- 
Ambitions in essence sun 
tus in its very existence, Phe 
State af Israch os nel exempt trans 
the condition ol tisturicily. Hence it 
prayer that links this present stale 
with the messianic fulure reflects a 
boldness that the ancient sages of 
the Gentiles might well have con- 
sidered tancimount τὸ dbrit or 
tempting the pads, 


THE RABBIS of ancient: fsrael 
would lave duubls of their own, 
Unlike the gods, their God is 
Lord of History, Moreover, He has 
given promises, the reliance on 
which 1» nol Andris, but rather 
fidelity. But wher will the time be 
ripe for “the End? and Aaw at 
all — can one detect the signs? 
These questions recenve only 
reluctant: und conflicting answers 
fram Uke eabhis. Ta he sure, they 
arse ink histary with its messianic 
fulfilment, but prudently shrink 
from extending this linking to pur- 
ἡμίν evegts already presen. Thus 
the rabhis, too, anderstuind, ag less 
well Chin the y wn 
that - this side at its messi 
ϊ tion - all) Insturs is 


Vor this: reasan, Rabbinic im- 
agely piciuring the messiagic ‘ 
as entdually unfalding is wesitubly 
Atondds wih ils opposite, which 
views “the Lind as ushered in by 
ΠΟΥ ΠΝ 

Δι ahe eatreme, it is: imagined 
thet all tureiga αἰ Δ ΠΑΝ». over 
Israel will cease defere the coming 
wh the Sen cat Bhisids ἀμ that the 
πα ΜΠ! ἢν Wall grow Grtches and 
hear fre for ats reining inhi 
tants (Lala Siuthecsim 98a). AL 
the ather, the Ἐπ αν pictured its 
preceded by iupoverishment in the 
hind, ind τ} by ἃ lerrar in 
Jerisalem so extreme {ΠῚῚ her gates 
valle be equal. - not one will Cur- 
fisth cscape. 

‘The one projection can be fur- 


PAGE EIGHT 


moshed with a proat-dest (Eeekiel 
Mex thatoanakes it the “clearest 
age caf the bad. Batson tlie 
other (Zechariah, 8210, alsa Psalms 
119 Tes), 

hese and similar canficling pro- 
κυ θην cannot but produce in all 
(ar nasty Rabbis the insight cut 
they are mere speculions — that 
all attempts to link the precarious 
Present wilh the absolute future are 
themselves precurious and cannot 
he otherwise, 

This eundition cunnot be 
ended even when a sober up- 
sil of uctual history brings 
ahout a newr-consensus among the 
Rabbis. 

Under the influence of idealism, 
sume modern Jewish thinkers were 
tw conceive of messianism as a mere 
ideal on the one hand, could 
only be approached and not 
reached and, on the other, was being 
approached in a linear or dialectiul 
progression already present. Such 
wtiuns ate foreign tu Rabbinic 
realism, tu Which Lhe messianic days 
are mere thin a mere deal and 
which, it the same (ime. cum see πὸ 
clear messianic direction in past or 
present, Recognizing strophe as 
a persisting possibility, this realism 
creates the imagery of a pre- 
messianic Wa πὸ the “birth- 
tainns of the Messiah™ -- as an all 
but normative check on all gradual- 
ist Or sentimental utopianism., 

Yet even so norma image 
cun bring about no firm link he- 
tween the absolute future and 
lustorizal esents already present 
Thus, in the midst of lrophe, 
the pessiaatic Rabbi Hillel can 
despair of messianism altogether, 
hulding ὄν Kings Hesekinh has 
already been the promised Messiah, 
aud that none other is to be ex- 
pected (Sanhedrin %u). 

in his part, Rabbi Yohanan cun- 
not be bevond the admenition that 
“when you we iit age in which sul- 
lering pours like a stream, then 
hope for him (Sanhedrin, 98a). 

But hope is nut ἃ certainty, and 
suffering, however, harrowing, is 


Emil L. Fackenheim 


nut ἢ praol, Thus, the link between 
the forever precarious histurical 
present and the messianic future is 
itself forever preearivus, a fact 
Poignantly expressed in Midrashim, 
in which the Israeliles plead with 
God to make an end of the painful 
historical alternation between exile 
and redemption, and bring the finul 


redemption. 


YET UNLESS the messianic future 
is lo become ever elusive and thus 
irrelevant, its linking with a possible 
present, however precarious, is in- 
dispensable and, with its risks 
Paradigmatically shown by Rabbi 
Akivi's support of the Bar Kochba 
rebellion, this, tov, becomes nor- 
mative lor the Jewish religious con- 
sciousness — und remains so, 
{hrough the ages. 

Thus, at one extreme the mystical 
Ramban (Nabmianides, 1194-1270) 
does nat hesilate 10. rub empirical 
history of ils intrinsic 
Precariousness by means of the 
suspect angient device of 
“calculating the End,” maintaining 
that the Rubbinie strictures against 
the practice no longer apply when 
the End iy so near. (This view is to 
he reilerived hy more than one 
rabbi during the Nazi Holocaust, 
with increasing conviction by those 
surviving to see the birth of the 
State of Israchy Yet he stays with 
empirical histury when he sees 

ssiume (albeil negative) evidence 
in the fact that, while many Gentile 


“nations huve succeeded in 


destroying the land, not one is suc- 
ceeded in rebuilding it (Rambun on 
Feviticus 26:32), 

Al the other extrenie, the sober 
Maimonides (1135-1204) ussimilates 
the Messinnic future to the 
historical present, sufficiently so as 
to reuffirm ἃ rabbinic view that “the 
sole difference between the Present 


Holocaust and resurrection 


anid the messianie days ας delivery 
from servitude ww foreign powers” 
(Sanhedrin ΠΡ}. At the same tine, 
he must ascribe an ahvelete perfec: 
tian to future men Jews and Gen- 
tiles alike) to be able τὸ assert Uhat 
the kingdom of the Son of David, 
unlike David's own, will be 
destroyed neither by sin within nor 
by ‘aggression from without. He 
dues net resolve but only expresses 
this tension by echoing the rabbinic 
saying that those be “hlusted whe 
reckon out the end (Sanhedrin 97h 
und Maimonides, Hilehot 
Melachim 5:11-12), 


IN VIEW of this inherent and in- 
evituble tension between contingent 
historical present and absolute 
messianic fulure in the Jewish 
religious consciousness, it is nel stir 
prising that the madero world 
should have produced a deep and 
widespread desire or need to get rid 
of that tension, This is done covertly 
when the ubsolute future is project- 
ed into an irrelevant infinity, and 
avertly when it is abandoned 
altugether. 

The result is a “normalizition™ 
that ocenrs when Jewish existence is 
classified withaut remainder in 
iivailable categories, such as 
“religious denomination” or 
“ethnic subculture,” and, wheve all, 
of course, when there is total 
assimilation. 

The modern Zionist: movement 
originally appears on the scene as 
another normalization effort, and, 
indeed, al one extreme one so 
radical us lotal assimilation is al the 
other, No Jewish self-ctussification 
as “religious denomination” or 
“elbnic subculture’ cun ever be 
quite successful, not the one 
because one is born a Jew, not the 
other because one is somehow 
obliged to remain one, and various 
identily-crises reflect these dif- 
ficulties, : 

In contrast, Zionism charac- 
teristically seems to come on the 
scene with the aim of making Jews 
“a nation fike any other nation,” 
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just as, at the opposite extreme, 
assimilationism aims at dissolyi 
Jews inte other nations. Thus Jewish 
“normalization” seems complete 
only at the extremes, 

However, as Zionism unfolds in 
thought and action, it 
emerges thit the messianic fature 
ignored or even repudiated, lives on 
within it, changed or unchanged, ἃς 
the hidden inspiration withow 
which the movement cannot Sur. 
vive. 

To he sure, Herzl's “If you will it, 
it is no dream" is a Strikingly 
secularist appedl, cxalting as it does 
the will ubove all else: it may even 
be understood as an antisreligious 
protest. Yet the goal aimed at by 
this will is so radically at odds with 
all the tural” trends of modern 
history as to require a mainspring 
far deeper and more original than 
the imitation of the varieties of 
ninelecuth-cemury European 

ionalism, and one more positive 
sal than escupe into “nor- 
from what was then known 
us anti-Semitism, 

Τὸ this day this deeper inspiration 
has found litte articulation in 
Zivnist thought. Yet had it not ex 
isted throughout Zionist fife — from 
the days of the carly settlers through 
the Yom Kippur War — Herzl's 
dream would either not have 
hecome real at all or else not have 
slaved real for long. 


NO) OTEK twentieth-eentury 
“liberation nevement” has had te 
contend with all tor any) af these 
Penbletns: the reuniting of a people 
rent: τ culture gaps of 
vising of an ancient 
tion, virtually 
renight, evermment and 
self defence ina peuple cohbed of 
these arts for two inillennia; [Ὁ say 
nothing of defending a young state 
for a whole generation against 
overwhelming odds, and on a 
territory virtually indefensible. 


Only ἃ. will in touch with an ub-. 


sohite dimension could have cone 
anywhere near solving these 
Problems; ad even those acting ὑπ 
(his will may well be astonished by 
its accomplishments. 

Hence it his come lo pass that 
the categories “religious, and 
“secularist” (whatever theit Ute 
diminished validity in_ other com 
texts) have been radicully shaken by 
the Zionist reality, a fact that has 
produced strange hedfellows. On 
cone side, ultra-religious i 
waiting for God's Messiah an 
secularist Jews wanting neither Ge 
tor Messinh are_nnited in hostility 
ta the will that amimates the Zionist 
ity, obtuse to ils meaning. | 

On the other side, religious 
Asusts do not count of miracles, 
while secularist Zionists have beet 
krawn to be astonished. These tee 
are united as well, if nol when — 
appear normal, att any rate vn ra 
extieme moments when ἅ Ἢ 
Pearances fall away and only {π| 
remains, 


iA 
ue 
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“EVERYONE" is against violence 
— but a group of leading and well- 
known citizens has now decided to 
do something about it, Cynics will 
dismiss them as naive and well 
meaning, and even optimists are un- 
likely to bet even moncy that they 
will achieve their goal. But it would 
be churlish not to wish them every 
success, For, as they contend, 
violence and intolerance could br- 
ing suin upon the country. 

The name of the new organiza- 
tion is Sovianut (Toleration), and its 
“subtitle” — A Non-Partisan Move- 
ment to Combat Violence. 

The movement is the brain-child 
uf Michal Smoira-Cohn, principal 
of the Rudin Academy of Music in 
Jerusnlem, farmer director of music 
at Kol Yisrael, and wife of retired 
supreme court justice Haim Cohn. 

After persuading her husband to 
hecome 4 member of the presidium, 
Smvira-Cohn recruited four other 
leading personalitics to do likewise: 
former Liberal Party leader 
Elimelech Rimalt and Prefessars 
Andre Chouraqui, Ephraim Katzir, 
aud Ephraim Urbach, 

The names of the five appear in 
the movement's prospectus, but 
that of the chairman of the ex- 
ecutive — Michal Smoira-Cohn is 
modestly omitted. At our recent in- 
terview, however, attended by 
Chouraqui, Haim Coha, and Urbuch, 
she was very much present. 

Uhad come armed with the infor- 
mation that it was the last election 
campaign that galvanized her into 
action ufter being gnawed for years 
hy the fecling that samething must 
he done to promate the tolerution 
af opposing views and to curb 
violence. 


Jerusalem Post recall great events in the history of 
Israal. The State of Israel's first day. The heroic rescue of 
hostages in Entebbe. Uganda Signing of the peace 
treaty with Egypt. Plus a full- 
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eotabhshinent of the State of 


Com 


And then she happened to tune in 
on a ridio programme in which 
Prof, Anita Shupira was speaking 
about Herzi. Suddenly she under- 
stood how nitive the founder of the 
Zionist movement had been and 
what a fantasy his Almeniand was. 
Yet su much of it had been realized. 


Her conclusion: Nothing can be - 


changed withuut making “naive™ 
efforts. Sober uppraisuls of the 
prospects of success result in inac- 
tion, 

The only sensible course is to 
look nuivelé straight in the eye — 
und proceed to fight for what you 
believe in with all your strength. 


SO WE NOW HAVE a new move- 
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presidium, a council, and an ex- 
ecutive — and, scheduled to be held 
on Muy §, the first of a projected 
series of public meetings. 

Such meetings, or bamor (‘“plat- 
forms" of “forums"), will be a per- 
manent feature of the movement's 
work, and they are the most con- 
erete activity in its planned opera- 
tions. Their aim, uccording to 
Smaira-Cohn, is to spread the mes- 
sige of tolerance and to influence 
public opinion “towards the use of 
non-violent ways in deed and in 
speech.” 


Ephraim E. Urbach 


{Hurarl) 


after the interview — the move- 
ment's plans to engage in lobbying 
and in “elevating tolerance, mutual 
understanding, and the rejection of 
violence to priority rank in 
educational efforts." 

“Lobbying,” of course, conjures 
up the Knesset, which itself has 
been the scene of some of the most 
flagrant verbal violence. 

But when the question was asked 
how the movement would react to# 
rowdy Knesset session, Urbach's 
answer was: “With our bantot. A 
change in the general almosphere 
may move the public to react.” 

And Smoira-Cohn added: “Do 
you want us to lay siege to the Knes- 
set? Then we'd be doing the very 


HAIM COHN SAID that the move. 
ment regarded the manifestations of 
pluralism in Israel society — 
political, ethnic, religious — a thing 
of great value that it is important to 
preserve. Violence is not only bad in 
itself; history shows that it leads to 
uniformity. 


First of all, he said, Sovlanut in 


tends to react to specific instances 
of violence. Its public platform will 
be open to as many persons as poss. 
ble “who think as we do." In addi. 
tion, it will try to get organizations 
devoted to human rights, charity, 
and other good causes designed to 
improve the quality: of life to 
organize groups of their own to 
work for Sovlanut's goals. 

Urbuch said that everybody is 
“against. violence,” but eve 
does as he pleases. Sovlanut does 
not plan to be a chief censor bul, 
above all, to arouse self-criticism 
and engender respect for conflicting 
opinions, Violence, he-said, begins 
with speech, and one sharp expres- 
sion calls for a sharper one from the 
other side. : 

That morning's newspapers car- 
ried the report of Haim Cohn's at- 
tack on the military government in 
the Golon Heights for what he said 
was the “barbaric law" it was im- 
posing. Urbach commented that if 
Cohn had avoided the word “bat- 
baric,” his criticisn: would have 
been more effective. 

Chournqui: “But then no one 
would have listened!" 

Urbach said that when everyone 
shouts at the top of his voice 
nobody heurs anything. Or maybe 
he who speaks softly will then al- 
tract nolive. 


suffer from the general intolerance 
of conflicting views, and he noted 
that both sovlanut (tolerance) and 
savianut (patience) come from the 
root sw (to suffer). If the movement 
proves strong enough, he said, it will 
return us to our forgotten roots, 
Surely there is an alternative to 
stone-throwing. Everyone should 
make a Aeshbon hanefesh (a spiritual 
stock-taking). 


SOVLANUT'S PROSPECTUS says 
that it will “protect and exhort 
against all manifestations of 
physical and verbal violence in 
Israeli socicty.” 

Lasked whether it would react if 
Electric Corporation workers again 
cut off the juice, or TV employees 
black-out programmes, either in 
furtherance of wage demands or 
because of a dispute over editorial 
policy. : 

The interviewees did not appear 
happy about that question. Haim 
Cohn said he does not think that 
Sovlanut should react where strikes 
or sanctions ure involved. 

Urbach commented that when 
the Electric Corporation workers 
disrupted the electricity supply last 
year, the whole country was against 
them. But he thought we should ask 
ourselves why, for so many years 
before that, such a step had never 
been taken. 

{ observed that decisions by 
government and other public bodies 
are often revoked or softened after 
protesters hang un the tnble or force 
their way into the mayor's office. 
How, Fasked, does Sovianut expect 
to succced su long us violence pays. 

Smoira-Cohn commented: “Our 
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Haim Cohn: “Not everything that 
pays is ‘done. Extortion puys. 
Crime pays.” 

Chouraqui: “It pays only in the 
short run.” 

Smoira-Cohn; “Soviety must 
stigmatize the resort to violence. 
What we want is that violence 
should cease being the norm.” 

In reply to u question about the 
causes of violence, Smoira-Cohn 
said that Sovalnul plans, as an aux- 
iliary activity, to organize study 
days τὸ examine the problems that 
create the most tension (Orthodox 
vs. non-Orthadas, Jews vs. Aribs), 

Question: What about the 
government's responsibility? Husi't 
it encouraged viglence by its failure 


ural Hain Cahn 


Emunim in Juden and Samaria and 
lately against the protestors aguinst 
the withdrawal in Yamit? 
Smoira-Cohn: “You want a 
headline in which we attack the 
government. But { won't give the 
government sv much imparlance. 
Every suciety gels the government il 
deserves. If the government isn't 
doing its job, society must correct 
itself, not run to the government. 1 
want lo give suciety more impor- 
tunce and more encouragement.” 
Q.. “We all know that the 
presence of television cameras 
often louches off a violent 
demonstration that would otherwise 
not have occurred. Recently, Ehud 
Ya'ari candidly said in a Mabat 
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towns that all had been quiet until 
the TV crew showed up. Only then 
did the stones start Ilying. Is this 
grist for your mill? 

Smoirs-Cohn: “This is one of the 
problems we must deal with.” 7ὉὮἢ 

Q. “The presence of the televi- 
sion cumeras in The Kaesset is often 
hlamed for much of the verbal 
violence of the Knesset members. IL 
is argued that not all parliuments 
permit the TY cameras in the 
chamber, and that their presence 
lempts some members to use 
language that is likely to win them a 
screening thal evening on Mabal. 
Do you think the cumeras should be 
banned?” 


Haim Cohn: "Mayhe they 


should.” 


Smoira-Cohn: “I resent your 
stressing the role of TV, which is 
also a factor that builds our 
society.” 

Q. “Of your two goals — to curb 
violence und to promote mutuul 
toleration und respect ‘such as the 
pluralism in which we live requires’ 
— the first appears much casier to 
achieve. It should be easier to per- 
sunde extremisis ta renounce 
violence than to get them to make 
the ideological leap of recognising 
pluralism. Why don't you limit 
yourself to the practical goal of 
reducing violence?” 

Haim Cohn: “The two goals are 
connected, And we don't want to 
stress only the negative one but also 
the positive.” 

Smoira-Coho: "Once you have 
tolerance, you won't have violence. 
We will never succeed in convinc- 
ing one another that avr view is the 
right one. We'll never become all 
Orthodox or all secular, all left or all 
right. We must recognize the fact 
thul we have different views, and 
tolerate cach other in spite of the 
differences.” 

Still, 1 left with the feeling that 
the ideological underpinning of the 
rejectian of violence — the equal 
Jegilimacy af the other view — will 
make it more difficult to get the ex- 
tremisis to change their ways. 

“Don't use violence because that 
is not the way things are done in it 
democratic suciety Un argument 
which, if urged by enough people, 

might just possibly have sw effect on 
True Believers. Hut “dowl use 
violence becuse the ather side is 
just as likely to be right as you are” 
— that gees counter la all they 
believe in. 
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AN EARLY comment on the grow- 
ing affluence of Israeli pioneer set- 
Uers was a cartoon in ἡ kibbutz 
publication of the early 1960s show- 
ing the various moves of ἢ kibbutz- 
nik up the housing ladder. 

The first frame showed the young 
pioneer moving all his meagre 

earthly belongings in his two hands 
as he moved [rom his tiny tent to his 
shuck. By the time he and his kib- 
butz wife and children were moving 
into their shikun vatikim, in the car- 
toon's last frame, they need a large 
tractor und a massive wagon lo 
move all the possessions they had 
accumulated on their way up. 

Twenty years later, those among 
the Yamit region pioneers-settlers- 
refugees who were not among the 
majority who took oul their frustra- 
tions by merely participating in the 
catch-as-catch-can compensation 
spectacle, but decided instead to 
continue in new settlements in the 
adjoining nreas, needed Zim ship- 
ping containers to move their chat- 
Ues, 

At the windswept sand dune site 
of the new Moshiv Netiv Ha‘usura, 
which is being reseltled just 
alongside the northern edge of the 
Gaza District, the colourful con- 
tainers are scattered higgledy pig- 
gledy across the dunes where cich 
settler's house will presumably be 
situated. 

At Dekel, the new moshav of 
Yamit town evacuces, the con- 
(ainers ure sparser and most of the 
settlers have been bringing their 
Possessions from their former 
homes in Yamit, only 10 kilometres 
wway, conripared to the 80 kms, lo 
Netiv Ha‘asira (Bet), in their own 
vehicles. 

Netiv Ha'usara and Dekel are 
only two of the new settlements be- 
Ing set up by former Yamil region 
denizens, 

The others are Talmei Yosef 
(Bet). the private communily settle. 
meat — yishev kedillati — being es- 
tablished by former settlers from 
Sadat, the showcuse of the Yamit 
region's farming settlements: and 
the two kibbutzim, Holit and Sufa, 
which were moved lock, stock and 
hol-house across the border to 
their new sites, 

The settlers of these places are 
former inhabitants of the Yamit 
tegion who forwent the compensa- 
tion battle, They are of the Israelis 
who are still motivated by a sense of 
pioneering, but a pioneering of the 
9805, which puts a premium on a 
large private house and matching 
lawn and yard nearly from the out- 
set — even if they are situated ina 
sea of sand dunes at Netiv Ha’asara 
or in the midst of the loess and sand 
thal stretches to the horizon along 
Isruel’s new border in Pit'hat 
Shalom. 


RAHEL SHAMIR is a vivacious 
mother of two, in her early thirties. 

Rahe! was born in Kibbuiz Ramat 
Hashofet on the Carmel. Her hus- 
band, Avi, joined the kibbutz nine 
years ugo when they were married, 
They both left for the Yamit area 
mushav, Neliv Ha'asara, in 1976. 
Since the beginning of April, they, 
their two daughters and 67 other 
such families, nearly all fram Netiv 
Havusura, have been living in the 
Soldiers Welfure Committee reerea- 
tion camp on the Ashkelon beach, 
fuur to ἃ room. 

The ireny is not lest on Rahel, an 
extremely articulate stbria who hus 
been a foreign-langunge teacher 
both in her home kibbutz und in her 
chosen, and now abandoned, 
mushiv. She and her husband lef 
the kibbutz specifically to get uway 
fromm what seerned to them the op- 
pressive utmosphere of the callec- 
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tive and to bask in the privacy of 
their own home. Most of the other 
settlers in the moshav were also ex- 
kibbuizniks. They now live with 
their two daughters in one sparlanly 
furnished room, intended for four 
teenage soldiers, and share 
hulhroom facilities with three other 
families, housed in similar condi- 
tions. They all eat in the camp's din- 
ing hull. 


Rahel cannet heap envugh praise 
on the staff of the recreation camp. 
“Vhey are, after all, used to dealing 
with adult saldiers with ἃ minimum 
af demands. Now they have us und 
our [50 children on their heads and 
they have been simply wonderful tu 
us.” 

So, apparently, have the blue seas 
and skies, the flowering trees and 
green lawns and the restful am- 
bience of the red-roofed holiday vil- 
lage. But life has not been easy for 
them. The most unsettling of ull was 
the uncertainty of the past two- 
-and-a-half years, Rahel suys. 

“Right after the Camp David 
agreement was concluded, and it all 
seemed final, 40 of the families in 
the moshav made their choice: to 
setile together in a new moshav 
rather than fight for compensation 
and each go his own way, 

“We were saddened at the 
thought of Israel's having to leave 
the Yamit region. But we decided to 
be good children, After all, the 
government and the Knesset had 
decided what was good for the 
country. And as difficult as it was 
For us we decided not to oppose that 
decision violently. 

“What we wanted was a new 
moshav to replace our old aban- 
duned one. At first, the government 
people spoke of settling us in Pit'hat 
Shalom but we weren't too happy 
with that. We wanted the sands of 
Zikim, and it took two-and-a-half 
years of run-around lo get [inal ap- 

proval for that site. Our men went 
three or four times ἃ week to the 
Agriculture Ministry and to the 
Jewish Agencyafrom official to of- 
ficinl] and from committee to com- 
ΓΙ 

“Tt was hurd to find a ‘father.’ ] 
think the whole run-around that we 
gol was planned by the government. 
They wanted to keep us in Netiv 

Ha‘asara until the very last moment 
before evicuation, and 4 think that 
they didn't want to put up any new 
moshavim, although no one told us 
so in so many words." 


Transplanting palms from the old Netiv Ha'asara to the new site, 


Ready to try again 


Yosef Goell 


RAHEL SAYS she was especially 
hurt as a leucher by the attitude of 
the Education and Culture 
Ministry. "Now they come and tell 
us that it’s nearly impossible to find 
leachers ut this time of year for our 
children. Where were their planners 
for the three years that they knew 
we would hive to leave our homes 
and like our children out uf school 
by the dale sel by their government 
— April 25, 19827" she asks. 

The results of the official 
foot-dragging are evident at the site 
of the new moshav, 10 kms. south of 
the Ashkelon camp, which we 
visited with Rahel and her four- 
yenr-old daughter, Hilla. We drove 
down to the Erez checkpoint and 
turned west into the sand dunes. On 
top of the dunes were men nudging 
a large palm tree off a truck and 
into a prepared hole for replanting. 
The palms were dug up that very 
morning in the original Netiv 
Ha'‘asara 80 kms. away. 

Rahel noled happily that she had 
managed (o dig up her own private 
coral tree from the lawn she was 
abandoning, for transplanting in 
front of her new home. 

Rahel's and Avi's new home is 
going to be a small utility 
warehouse, which is just being put 
up now. The permanent houses will 
take another year or two to build. 
But the Netiv Ha'asara settlers are 
anxious to move to their new site, 
and plan to do so as soon as water 
and electricity are supplied to their 
ulility pre-fabs, which are far from 
ready. 

Rahel told me optimistically that 
they were promised that the 
makeshift moshav would be ready 
for occupancy in a month and a 
half. She agreed sadly, however, 
when I said I was sorry to disappoint 
her with my estimate of at least half 
a year. 

“Ἢ can't understand it. The 
government knew three years ago 
exactly whal would be happening 

now. They have been punctillious in 
meeting their timetables with the 
Egyptians. Why couldn't they have 
been hulf as considerate with ua?” 

Rahel, like many of the other 
Yamit refugees, ‘speaks openly of 
“nol having the strength to start all 
over again from scratch, at my age.” 

Considering that she is in her ear 
ly thirties and that the others are her 


age or only slightly older, this must 
be interpreted as a manner of 
speaking, possibly put on, even if 
unconsciously, for the benefit of the 
press and the public. 

The history of pioneering in Eretz 
Yisrae! is replete with instances of 
settlers’ having to pull up stakes and 
move from one setllement to 
another. But, then, that is forgetting 
that Rahel and her comrades repre- 
sent the pioneering of the 1980s. 

She openly admits that she 
doesn’t cure a fig for farming, ‘just 
like the other girls | grew up with on 
the kibbutz." 

“My husband, who turned from a 
city kid into the manager of an 
electronics plant in the kibbutz, 
look τὸ farming like a duck to 
water, But 1 came for the quality of 
life that a place like Netiv Ha‘asara 
gave us and our children and that's 
what | want from our new moshay, 
too.” 


NETIV HA'ASARA (Bet) is us yct 
only clumps of transplanted scrag- 
gly palm trees, scattered half- 
completed pre-fab utility buildings 
and colourful shipping containers 
strewn pebble-fashion on the sand 
dunes. , 

Dekel, on the other hand, pre- 
sents a vista of a grid of black- 
asphalted streets lined with 
seemingly uniform, rather attractive 
villas, each with an assortment of 
furnishings and personal belongings 
scattered outdoors waiting to be 
brought indoors to their allotted 
niches, 

The man we were supposed to see 
in Dekel didn't show up that after- 
noon. His neighbours told us that he 
and his wife were still busy in their 
home in Yamit packing up the last 
bit of their belongings for their per- 
sonal final evacuation. His house 
has a lawn that was made up of 
stitched-together strips of green sod 
laid in place, with the seams still 
showing like a badly made toupée. 

We drove up and down the new 
streeis, past newly transplanted 
palms, until we chanced upon 
Hanan and Anita Amibar, recently 
of Yamil, and formerly. of kibbutz 
Deganya Bet in the Jordan Valley, 
Hanan was working with a local Be- 
duin trying to move a large cup- 
board Into their spanking new but 
not quite finished villa. 

“Be careful of the cupboard,” he 
warned us. “Il once belonged to 
Kadish Luz (the late Speaker of the 


Knesset who was a member of 
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Degunya Bet). [1 finally got to me 
and we took it with us when we 
moved to Yamit in 1978." 

The rest of the interview was con. 
ducted while we were seated on ΓΝ 
posite corners of Kadish Luz's cup. 
board, which Hanan in the 


-meanwhile had put down. 


He and Anita, formerly of New 
York City, and their three daughters 
ure one of the 48 families settling in - 
Dekel. The difference between 
them and the Netiv Ha'asara people , 
is, in Hanan's words, “that we didn't 
make the mistake of depending on 
the government. We decided from 
the oulset that those of us who had 
it coming would take their compen- 


sation, and that we would set as one Ὁ 


of the conditions for membership in 
the moshav the financial ability to 
finance the building of one’s own 
home. It went much quicker that 
way.” 

The government was not in- 
terested originally in having them 
setile in a new moshay, “It's much 
cheaper lo give people millions in 
compensation than to set up a new 
settlement. As it is, even with us 
paying for building our own houses, 
the government is putting in four 
shekels to euch one of ours for the 
farming and community infrastruc- 
tures.” 


THE 48 FAMILIES are mosily 
from the town of Yamit, with a 
sprinkling from some Yamil-area 
moshavim, and one family from 
Arizona. 

Tt took a whole year beginning in 
1979 for the government tu agree to 
assign the settlement site to the 
Dekel group und another year to go 
through the procedures of vetling 
the initial enndidates for 
membership. 

One of the conditions for 
membership, as noted, wus thal the 
family be prepared to pul up, as @ 
minimum, the least expensive 
variant of the outwardly uniform 
homes that were prepared by the 
planners hired by the moshav. This 
today cosis about 1$800,000. 

In February, 1981 Rassco started 
building the first of the 48 120- 
square-metre homes and is now just 
a few months behind the comple- 
tion deadline to which it committed 
itself, The homes are finished, but 
the final electricity and water con- 
nections have had to be done by the 
settlers themselves in the few weeks 
since they have moved to Dekel. 

Euch settler also received a stan- 
dard pre-fab utility building and ἃ 
total of 20 dunums (10 near the 
house with four one-dunam 
hot-houses planned for them, and 10 
dunams on the perimeter of the 
moshav with five being slated for 
the planting of orchards or vines 
this summer). Each settler also hes 
rights to 10,000 cubic ger 
walter a year — without whi 
nothing will grow in this desert. 

The hot-houses are still = 
brought in parts from the nae 
mantied farm yards of moshe 


Dikla and they are intended for 


tomatoes and flowers. 

Hanan says that the 120sq.m. 
houses are clearly above the norm 
for a new moshav. “But then, we 
not youngsters just starting out ἢ 
life but families in our thirties 
forties, with many children.’ ᾿Ξ 

The quality of the building, ἡ 
adds, is horrendous, the building 
having been done by local ἈΠῸ 
contractors. The Electric Corpor 
tion was late in getting started anc 


in finishing up. Water’ pipes Were ᾿ 


laid in time, but, he adds wry'y 
“the water people dragged theif fect 
on the connection of. the | 


metres from the main line 10 each ν i. 


{Continued on page 22) 
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like many other good things, Paz petrol stations are yellow. 
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Kidron Vatliey, Jerusalem 


Why the Israelites 
settled in the mountains 


NONE OF the Cunaanite peoples 
besides the Amarites settled the 
mountain regions of the Land of Ca- 
naan, 

The Israelites settled in the 
muuntaing. But unlike the 
Amorites, they did so intensively 
and to great effect, 

Pre-Isruclite settkement avoided 
the mountains probably because on 
both sides of the Jordan River the 
mountains had fairly intractable 
soil, thick forests und relatively little 
water. The remnants of the ancient 
nations, the Jebusites, the Hittites 
and the Hivites, were settled in the 
desert regions near the mountains. 
The high areas were considered 
suitable for raising cattle, but not 
for widespread settlement. 

During -the Bronze Age, the 
Canaanite peoples were con- 
centrated in the coastal plain, the 
lowlands, the Jordan Valley and the 
Dead Sea Plain. They engaged in ir- 
rigation (shathinj and rain-based 
thaal) agriculture, and their major 
roads, including international routes, 
ran through the valleys in which 
they were settled. 

What motivated the Iscuelite tribes 
to settle the forbidding, sparsely set- 
tled mountain regions? The answer 
to this question requires n 
knowledge of the methods and 
routes used by the [sraelites when 
they came inly Canaan, their ov- 
cupations, and their economic and 
political proclivities, und an under- 
standing of their religious motives. 

When the Israelite tribes came 
into Camian, they followed a route 
thal took them through the moun- 
tains bordering the deserts. ‘Their 
settling began in the Judean Negev 
with the Culebites, and clans of 
Judahites and Simeonites who set- 
tied where they did under pressure 
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from the Amulekites (Joshua 15:13- 
32; | Samuel 27:10, 30:14; Numbers 
13:29), : 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad 
and half of Menashe settled in the 
hilly areas and the desert frontier of 
Transjordan, where they were con- 
stantly harried by their neighbours, 
the Edomites, Midianites, Amalek, 
Moab, the Amorites, Amonites, 
Arameans, Geshur and Og 
(Numbers 32; Joshua [3:15.32}. 

The rocky, afforested Judean 
Hills and adjacent Judean Desert 
were settled by Judah and Ben- 
jamin, who found themselves in [re- 
quent strife with the Amonites and 
Philistines (Joshua 15; Judges 1:19, 
18:11-28). - 

Galilee, ἃ natural fortress with its 
rocky soil and forests, was settled by 
the tribe of Naphtali, which was sur- 
rounded by Canaanites, Arameans, 
Hamat and Tsor (Tyre) (Joshua 
19:32-39). 

The Bible refers to the country as 
the Land of the Amorites and the 
Mountain of the Amorites, a people 
dwelling on both sides of the Jordan 
who raised sheep and goats and 
tended fruit orchurds. Ut is likely 
that this area is identical with the 
Bible’s Mountains of Isruel, 


THE ISRAELITES' chief occupa- 
tion during their wanderings in Sinai 
and the Negev was raising sheep 
and goals. The sparscly populated 
mountains were ideal for this oc- 
cupation. 

Depending on the season, 
shepherds ied their: flocks in the 
deserts ur the mountains. In the 
winter, the shepherds left their 
mountain dwellings for the fresh 
grass of the vulleys. plentiful water 
and mild climate. 

In the spring, they climbed the 
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” Menashe Har-El 


hills west and east of the desert and 
rifis where later rainfall grass grew 
and where water was readily 
available in the canyon waterholes 
{gevint}. 

During the summer, the flocks 
were sustained on the stubble of the 
harvested grain fields below the 
mountainiops, where water was 
available in the chalkstone cisterns 
dug especially for watering flocks. 

[n autumn, when the fields were 
dry, the shepherds returned to the 
mountaintops, where they fed their 
flocks off the remaining forest grass 
and fodder supplied by the farmers 
and watered them with what 
remained of the mountain springs. 

The tribes of Reuben and Gad 
dwelled in Gilead and the Transjor- 
danian mountains — land the Bible 
calls “cattle country” (Numbers 
32:4) — and “owned cattle in very 
great numbers” (Numbers 32:1). 

Naphiali probably raised sheep 
und goats in the thick Galilee 
forests and in the Jordan Rift. 

Ezekicl’s metaphor illustrates the 
fundamental importance of flocks 
in the Israelite economy and thus in 
ils consciousness: “My sheep siray 
through all the mountains and over 
every lofly hill; My flock is scat- 
tered all over the face of the 
earth. 2° (34:4), + 

The Joscphite tribes settled in 
forests, where they cut down the 
various lypes of oak trees with 
metal implements and cleared land 
for intensive settlement: “If you aro 
& numerous people,’ Joshua 
answered them, ‘go up to the forest 
country and clear an area for 
yourselves there, in the territory of 


the Perizzites and the Rephaim, see- 
ing thal you are cramped in the hill 
country of Ephraim, The hill 
country shall be yours as well: true, 
it is forest and, but you will clear it 
and possess it to its farthest limits. 
And you shall dispossess the 
Canaaniles, even though they have 
iron chariots and even though they 


“are strong™ (Joshua 17:15, 18). 


“Isaiah refers to Ephruim's 
thorough forest clearing: ‘In that 
day, their fortress cities shnll be like 
the deserted sites which the Horesh 
and Amir abandoned because of the 
Israelites; and there shall be 
desolation” (17:9). The Septuagint, 
the ancient Greek Jewish Bible 
translation, translates “Horesh and 
Amir” as “Hivites and Amorites.” 
The cattle-raising Amorites, hailing 
originally from the mountains of 
Lebanon, later settled the Moun- 
tains of Israel and were eventually 
dispossessed by the Israelites. 

Forest olearing and the enormous 
quantities of wood that accrued 
Motivated the Israelites to engage in 
occupations requiring great 
amounts of wood — woodworking 
and ironwork. 

Wood was used for a variety of 
purposes: fashioning work tools and 
implements of war, building con- 


. Struction and furniture manufac- 


lure, chariots and shipbuilding, and 
in the preparation of charcoal! for 
the smiths to use in smelting, 
melding and forging metals. 
Furthermore, great amounts of 


wood were required in the Temple | 


for sacrifices. : 

The mountain-settlement 
pioneering of the Josephites paved 
the way for similar efforts by the 
Judahiles and Benjaminites in the 
Judean Hills, Naphtali and Asher in 
Galilee, and Reuven, Gad and half 


and the olive supplies essential 


of Menashe (:tlso Josephites) in the 
mountains east of the Jordan River. 


THE ISRAELITES' skills in 
ugriculture und pasluring, Ἔχ’ 
perience going buck to their Egyp- 
tian sojourn, prepared them for 
their occupations in the hill country 
of Israel. As envisioned by 
Jeremiah: “They shall again say this 
in the land of Judah and in the 
towns, when I restore their fortunes: 
“The Lord bless you, #Rode ἃ 
righteousness, O hely mountain. 


+ Judah and ull its towns alike shall be 


inhubited by the farmers and they 
shull travel with their flocks” (31:23- 
4: emphasis added). να 
How did the Israclites manage 
produce enough food to, suppor 
themselves in the rocky thin sol 
the country’s mountain region ‘he 
The answer in part lies mathe 
agricultural products with av : 
country was particularly ἘΠΕ 
Isniah's vineyard parable ae 
“My beloved had a vineyard ba 
fruitful hill. He broke grou . 
cleared it of stones, and bieert ; 
with choice vines. He ἐπ 
watchtower inside it, he even he! 
8 wine press in it...” (5:12). F 
Each one of pa sev 
agricultural species men a 
the Bible aa cultivated to @ dif 
ferent degree. The Bese μὴ 
iven equal prominence. 
of fear abet frequently — οε 
dagan, grains — wheat and bat 
urosh, grape juice and wine; ἣ 
vitzhar, olive, oil. These, Lane 
were given alee of Liar 
they contain basic. 
queed by the human body. Grains 


supply protein, grapes and grape - 


products are rich in carbohydrav 


(Continued on page 16) 
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The nutritional value of 
pomegranantes, figs and the date 
palm is in the grape, as well. 

Another distinct advantage of the 
three muin species (but found in figs 
und dates, as well) is their preser- 
vability in the country's hot climate. 
Fats and oils can be obtained from 
cattle, gazelles, sheep and goats but, 
unlike olive oil, cannot be stored in- 
definitely. The Temple had 
storerooms for olive oil, and dagan, 
tirosh and witzhar were stocked in 
emergency stores pending wars and 
scige. 

King Rehoboum of Judah “for- 
lified the strongholds, put cuptains 
in them and store of victual, and oil 
and wine" (1 Chronicles 11:11) and 
King Hezekiah of Judah built 
storehouses for grains, wine and oil 
and stalls for beasts of burden and 
shecp and goats (11 Chronicles 
32:28). 

Jusephus writes that Herod, in 
fortifying Massada, stored enor. 
mous amounts of grain, wine wid ail 
(Wars 7, 8:4), Every archeological 
excuvition of a royal city uncovers 
warehouses for grain and large ves- 
sels where oil and wine were stured, 

In discussing the unique quilities 
of the three main species, Rabbi 
Yohunan, in the Talmud (Bava Met- 
δα 1078) interprets the Biblical 
verse, “Blessed are you in the 
fields," as indivating a yield one 
third grains, a third olives and a 
third grapes. And Ben Sira, in 
noting man's basie needs, includes 
four, milk, the date pulm, grape 
Juice and olive vil (39:26), 


THE ISRAELITES® greatest 
agricultural innovation was terruce 
agriculture. 

The major ugricultural concern 
Was not “bringing furth bread from 
the soil," but bringing forth soil 
from stone. 

Villy hy their very nature are 
precipitous and lack expanses of 
land for agricultural exploitation. 
Hilly land erodes easily and topsoil 
is washed down into the valley 
below, where it either settles or is 
carried away by winter streams into 
the coustal plain or to the sea. 

Turning mountain-forest land, es- 
pecially in the purticularly difficult 
geographical conditions of Judah, 
into tructable agricultural land and 
lush gardens was accomplished by 
dint of exhausting hihour and was an- 
cient Israei's unparalleled 
agricultural achievement. Ac- 
cording to Z, Ran, three fifths of the 
Judean Hills were covered by man- 
made terraces. A. Shemueli's 
research points io one to three years 
of toil to lurn a dunam of hill into 
farmland. 

Terrace agriculture has a number 
of advantages: Stepped one on top 
of the other, terraces increase the 
umount of land on a hillside. Ter- 
tices prevent compounded soil ero- 
sion by catching the fertile, heavy 
soll eraded above, on the hilltop. 
Furthermore, terraces absorb most . 
of the runoff and Nocdwater from 
above in addition to the rain and 
snow it gets directly. 

The copious quantity of water in 
the terrice fortifies iH against the 
alcleterivus effect af drought better 
than the valley below and the 
coastal plain The intensive: terri 
ing of hills and its water lapping ef- 
fect help increase the amount of 
wiler (hat seeps inte the mountain 
springs, preventing it fram running 
olf into the valley below. 

Every parcel of land was ca- 
ploited. In the highland plateaus 
und the valleys grains were 
cultivated. an hilly slopes he hardy 
vine, requiring only a thin layer of 
soil, was grown and at the bottom of 
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hills and in hill crannies and the cor- 
ners of terraces {Keren hen-shemen) 
where deep earth tecumutates, olive 
trees were cultivated. Hundreds of 
ancient wine presses und oil presses 
have been unearthed in these 
places, evidence of the rich 
agriculture practiced by the ancient 
Israelites, 


JUDAH'S AND SAMARIA'S 
landseupe, unique in the entire an- 
cient East, is essentially man-made 
— the result of the labour of the an- 
cient Israelites. 

As Ezekiel observes: “O mortal, 
turn your fage towards the muun- 
tains of Israel and prophesy to them 
and say: O mountains of Israel, hear 
the word of the Lord God. Thus 
said the Lord God to the mountains 
and the hills, to the streams und the 
valleys..." (6:2-3). 

‘Unlike Judah and Samaria, most 
other mountain panoramas of the 
ancient East were natural, af- 
forested and unsettled. tn Israel, 
terraces abounded as did flourishing 
settlements: “And men shall say, 
‘That land, once desolate, has 
become like the garden of Eden; 
and the cities, once ruined, desolate 
ind ravaged, ure now papuluted 
and fortified." (Ezekiel 36:35). 

There were three types of lerrace 
agriculture, each requiring different 
methods of working the land and 
resulting in a different product. R, 
Cohen and A. Kloner discovered 
terraces, dating back to the early 
monarchy, in the central and 
northern Negev. Because of the 
location of these terraces, it seems 
likely that this was a floodwater- 
based agricultural economy in 


which grains, legumes, vegetables . 


and some fruit trees were 
cultivated, 

G. Edelstein, Y. Gat; M. Kislev 
and Sh. Duar discovered terraces 
from the monarchicnl period in 
Judah and Samaria, based on rain- 
fall, which produced grapes and 
Olives for wine and olive gil for ex- 
Port. Likewiso, export produce — in 
this case fragrant spices and copher 
— were raised in the stream-based 


THOAQS,OF THE ἢ 
JUDEAN DESERT 


irrigation terraces of Ein Gedi, 
Thus the mountain regions, bare- 
ly settled and exploited by the 
Canuanites and the Amorites, were 
transformed by the Israelites into an 
intensively cultivated land, heavily 
populated and with a magnificent 
capital city. Indeed, in Moses’ 
plaint, the glories of the mountain 
regions are emphasized: “Let me, I 
pray. cross over and see the good 
Ἰαπά on the other side of the Jordan, 
that good hill country, and the 
Lebanon.” (Deuteronomy 3:25) 


HOW AND WHY was the moun- 
tain transformed from a desolate 
region to Israel's stronghold? 
Joshua planned to have the 
Isruelite tribes settle in all parts of 
the country. To achieve this, Joshua 
displaced the small nations living in 


the mountain regions — the 
Amorites, Hittites, Hivites, 
Jebusites, Perrizzites — and by 


neulmitizing the Cunuanites of the 
valleys, rifts and the coastal plain he 
unified the Galilean, Gilead and 
Bashan tribes with those of Samaria 
and Judah. 

How did Joshua manage this feat? 

Canaanite warfare was based on 
sieges and chariot battles, Joshua's 
army, composed as it was of ir- 
regulars, with inadequate weaponry 


and lacking extensive military train- ἢ 


ing, used six techniques: tactics thal 
were later incorporated in the mar- 
lial arts of the Judges and kings: 
mountain warfare; pitched battles 
in open terrain; spying and 
lookouts; quick strikes; splitting 
forces to create many spearheads; 
and relentless pursuit of the routed 
enemy. ᾿ 

The hill country in semi-arid 
western Israel is a unique natural 
fortress: the precipitous slopes 
impede the advance of armies, the 
country is rocky and had trees that 
were particularly difficult to chop 
down, thete are few springs and 
even those are virtually dry by sum- 
mer's end and autuma, the thin soil 
is vulnerable to drought, and there 
wore no roads, ἥ 

Thus, by its very nature the hill 


country symbolized political in- 
dependence. - 

Even after Joshua defeated the 31 
kings and the mountains were 
prepared for settlement they 
remained Israel's stronghold. 

Under the Judges, the Israelites 
struck out from their mountain 
abodes to conquer the valleys, the 
tifts and pluins, the regions that 
connected the tribes in the moun- 
tains on both sides of the Jordan 
with the coast. 

During the early monarchy, ter- 
ritorial contiguity was finall 
achieved and the land united, wit 
one capital city and a central Tem- 
ple. The network of road’ and as- 
cents bullt at this time was unparal- 
feled in the ancient East. 


WERE THERE MOTIVES other 
than political behind the intensive 
Jewish settlement in the mountains? 

The servants of the 7 of Aram 
give us an indication of the religio- 
cultic significance of the mountain 
in ancient Israel: ‘‘Now the 
ministers of the King of Aram said 
to him, ‘Their God is a God of 
mountains; that is why they got the 
better of us..." (I Kings 2:23). 

Furthermore, Mount Sinai was 
the mountain where the Tora was 
revealed not only because of its 
location in Sinai but also because it 
was the Mountain of the Lord. 
“Shaddu" means “mountain in 
Akkadian, and from the days of the 
Patriarchs ΕἸ Shaddai, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was the 
God of the mountains. As the Lord 
said to Moses: “I appeared to 
Abraham, ‘Isaac and Jacob as El 
Shaddai, | did not make Myself 
known to them by My name the 
Lord" (Exodus 6:3). 

Throughout ancient Israel there 
were holy mountains where the dif- 
ferent tribes, set up cultic sites for 
the glory of the Lord to dwell in. 
Seir, Teman and Paran in the tribal 
lands of Judah and Simeon were 
such cultic sites, Of two of them the 
verse says; “Τῆς Lord came from 
Sinai; He shone upon them from 
Seir; He appeared from Mount 
Paran, And approached from 
Rivevot-kodesh" (Deuteronomy 
33:2), 

Mount Gerizim, the Mount of 
Blessing, and Mount Eval, the 
Mount of the Curse, on the border 
between Ephraim and Menushe, 
were cultic sites. Mount Carmel in 
Samaria, between Menashe and 
Zevulun, Mount Tabor on the 
border between Naphtali and 
Asher, Mount Hermon, where the 
eastern half of Menashe worshipped 
in Galilee and the Golan, and 
Mount Bashan, also known as the 
Mount of God in Horon, which was 
on the border between eastern 
Menashe and Gad. These moun- 
tains were συ {Ὁ sites until the Tem- 
Lie on Mount Morlah replaced 
them. - 


EARLY ISRAEL, from the days of 
the Patriarchs to the monarchy, was 
a pioneering, innovative nution that 
was forged and strengthened by the 
harsh natural conditions it en- 
countered. Isrnel’s endeavours were 
inventive. They turned desolation 
into gardens with national and 
religious goals in mind. 

The mountain fortifies the body 
and strengthens character. Turning 
its thin rocky soil into tractable 
farmland requires perseverence. 
The desert strengthens the spirit 
and teaches one to make do with lit- 


tle: “I created and appointed you a- 


covenant: people — Restoring the 
land and settling the desolate 
Tepions™ (Isalah 49:8; the last words 
of this verse are translated here dif- 
ferently than in the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society's The Prophets), 
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Israel's pioneering was pre: 
by the pioneering ot the Patrlantas 
who set up their city in, of all places, 
Beersheba, in the desolate Negev| 

The dominant tribes, followed b 
the smaller tribes, settled the moun- 
tains and the Judean and Negey 
deserts. 

Judah, along with the smaller sj. 
meon and Benjamin tribes on its 
periphery, settled the Judean Hills, 

Menashe, along with Ephraim, 
settled in Samaria. Deuteronomy 
States of these Josephite tribes: 
“With the best of the ancient 
mountuins, And the bounty of hills 
immemorial" (33:15). 

Naphtali settled Galilee: 
“Naphtali on the open heights" 
(Judges 5:18). 

Asher, Zevulun, Issachar and 
Dan settled on Naphtali’s periphery 
and Reuben and Gad along with 
part of Menashe settled in Gilead. 

In the economic field, the ancient 
Israelites struck on the Ideal com- 
bination of agriculture and pastur- 
ing flocks. Their occupations 
provided the Israelites with their 
needs in food, clothing, medica- 
ments, household furnishings, work 
tools, harnesses and farming imple- 
ments. They innovated in 
Qgriculture, learned to exploit 
desert floods for crops, rainfall in 
their terrace agriculture, and stream 
irrigation on their farms in the Ju- 
deun Desert, the Jordan Rift and 
the Deud Sea Plain. 

Rivalry had been traditional 
between those who huld fast to the 
desert ideal and those who lived on 
rainfall-based ugriculture, and en- 
mily between sheep and goat 
herders and farmers, 

The Israelites, who began their 
historical careers as shepherds and 
then became farmers, ended these 
rivalries and developed an in- 
tegrated agricultural economy thal 
combined the formerly conflicting 
agricultural endeavours. 

True, mutual interdependence 
developed between furmers and 
shepherds in the Judean Desert, 
where the shepherds roamed the 
land between the Judean Hills 
watershed and the deserts of Judah, 
the Negev and the Arava. — 

The Israelite crop was variegated, 
crop pursuing crop — the result of 
the country’s variegated climate. "1 
will grant your rains in their season, 
so that the earth shall yield its 
produce und the trees of the field 
their fruit. Your threshing shall 
overtake your vintage, and your vin- 
tage shall overtake the sowing; you 
shall eat your fill of bread and dwell 
securely in your lund" (Leviticus 
26:4-5). : 

As Tosephta Eduyot (1:6) stales: 
“All year round there is ἃ ᾿ 
When the barley harvest is over the 
wheat harvest begins. After the 
wheat Is harvested the grape harvest 


. begins, and after the grape harvest 


the olive harvest. All year round 
there is a harvest." the 
Politically, the nation and 


‘country were united for the first 


time in history during the reiga 
the first kings. The Bashan, Galilee, 
Gilead, Samaria, Judah and 
Negev were 8}} united in oni 
regime, centered in Jerusalem — 
the heart of the country’s mounle 
range: “You will bring them am 
plant them in Your own ἰν εν 
settlement, The place You mi = 
Your abode, O Lord, The art 
tuary, O Lord, which Your Hare 
established’’ (Exodus 3}: 
emphasis added, and the translatio 
of those words differs from JPS, rf 
Torah). 


Menashe Har-El is_ professor A. ἢ 
geography at Tel Aviv University. : 


article was translated from the 


Hebrew by David Strassler' . 
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WASHINGTON. — In forging an 
approprinte Middle Ἐπεὶ policy, 
successive U.S. administrations 
since that of President Harry 
Truman in 1948 always have been 
confronted with the same basic 
dilemma; How does the U.S, 
hulance its traditional support for 
Israel's security and well-heing with 
the need to maintain close friends in 
the Arab workd? 

Many oof the prahlens ficing 
President Ronald Reagun and his 
foreipn-poticy advisers following 
Israel's withdrawal from Sinai will 
stem trom this same bottom-line 
problem. 

Se far. the Seayan administra. 
lion, since («ag affice i 
1041, hus no; 
ievting the chillenge. Because il 
has παν reacted to crises in the 
Tegion instead of taking the in- 
itive in coming up with a consis: 
tent, firm posture, the administra- 
lion has confused Israck and the 
Arnh states, offen upsetting 
everyone, more often than it has 
clarified matters. 

Adininistration officials, in ex- 
plaining why they cid not upper to 
have a carefully thought-out policy, 
suid thal they were confronted with 
dillicult’ milestones during these 
past 15. montis. 

First, there was the Israeli elec: 
lion lust June: then, of course, all 
eyes turned toward the April 26 
magic date involving Israel's final 
withdrawal from Sind. There was no 
sense pressing either Isricl or Egypt 
too hard in advance of that 
withdrws at --- lest something occur 
ta upsel the pullback. 

But as the withdrawal date up- 
proached, senio’ US. officials 
made it very clear thal they were 
now, once and for ull, guing to id= 
dress very seriuusly the Palestinian 
avtunony question, as envisaged at 
Camp David. 


THE ADMINISTRATION | still 
hopes very strongly that the stalled 
autonomy negotiations will resume 
at the working level here in 
Washington early next month. U.S. 
officials have denied that Israel has 
flauly rejected such a U.S. proposal 
for a round of talks in Washington, 

A working-level session had been 
scheduled for israel in late March. 
But Egypt turned down Israel's 
proposal that the negotiations move 
to Jersualem from Herzliya, where 
they had taken place earlier. Over 
the past three years, the talks have 
rotated between Israel and Egypt. 

In seeking to come up with a 
compromise, face-saving formula to 
break the impasse of the talks in 
Jerusalem, the Americans have 
maintained that the original con- 
cept of the autonomy talks en- 
visaged the possibility of sessions in 
Washington — as well as in Israel 
and Egypt. Indeed, immediately 
after Camp David, the first Israeli- 
Egyptian negotiations took place at 
Blair House, across the street from 
the White House. 

Some U.S. diplomats involved in 
the dragging autonomy process 
since then have complained about 
their need to make so many [re- 
(quent trips to the Middle East. Why 
can't Israeli and Egyptian 
Negotiutors come ta Washington 
once in a while? they uked, 

Until the Sinai withdrawal, the 
U.S. was not pressing for a 
reconvening of the autonomy ses- 
sions, preferring to focus solely on 
the final details. That was the big 
heudache. 

The Number Two mun ut the 
δι Department, Walter Stoessel, 
was sent to shultle between Cairo 
and Jerusalem to “hold everyone's 
hands,” in the words of well-placed 
US. officials. 
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From Truman to Reagan: one basic dilemma 


Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig himself would have done that, 
but he was loo deeply involved in 
the Falkland Islands dispute. 


REAGAN EXPRESSED hope on 
March 31 that the latest wave of 
violence sweeping Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza District will not affect 
future progress toward achieving 
Palestinian autonomy. He promised 
to push forward in those talks after 
the Sinai withdrawal. 

“Pm hopeful it won't, because I 
have the pledge of my friend 
Menachem Begin and of President 
Mubarak that they are going 
forward within the framework of 
the Camp David agreement to 
resolve all these other problems,” 
he told a nationally televised White 
House news conference when asked 
about the disturbances and their 
possible impact on the autonomy 
process, 

The president continued: “I'm 
hopeful that we will see more 
Progress on these talks after April 
25. when the transfer of the Sinai 
comes." 

Hi was no coincidence thal earlier 
that same day, the State Depart. 
ment’s top Middle East expert, As- 
sistant Secretary Nicholas Vellotes, 
told a congressional committee that: 
the administration plans to intensify 


Wolf Blitzer 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 


its efforts to draft a “declaration of 
principles’ for Palestinian 
autonomy immediately following 
the Sinai pullback. 

Veliotes said that the administra- 
tion will actively “reengage” itself 
in the autonomy process. “We're 
going to work hard,” he said, in- 
sisting that the administration has 
not given up on the Camp David 
framework to resolve the Palesti- 
nian question. 

The Israeli withdrawal from 
Sinai, he said, was not the end of the 
Peace process but rather “the 
beginning.” The U.S., he added, 
plans lo buitd on that peace treaty, 


THE AMERICANS sincerely 
believe that Egypt is not going to 
dramatically change its attitude 
toward Israel following the 
withdrawal, They concede that 
there is no deep ive in Cairo for 


Israel, especially not for Begin and. 


his Likud-ted coalition. 

But at the same time, there are 
critical national-security interests 
that will prevent Egypt from simply 
nipping up the peace treaty with the 
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return of all of Sinai. There may not 
be any real warmth quickly 
developing between Egypt and 
Israel, but the normalization of rela- 
tions that has taken place these past 
few years can be expected to con- 
tinue at roughly the same pace, U.S. 
officials believe. 

“The Egyptians are not going to 
change their views toward peace 
with Israel, and most of the 
moderate Arab states are not op- 
posed to this,” Veliotes said, 

Privately, administration officials 
offer two’ major explanations for 
their relatively upbeat assessment 
about future Egyptian policy toward 
Israel. 

First, the Egyptians realize that 
Israel still has a rather powerful 
military force at its disposal, Any 
Egyptian decision to break the 
Peace treaty could lead to an Israeli 
strike back into Sinai. The Egyp- 
tians know that they would not be 
able to resist such an Israeli military 
assault, 

Second, the Egyptians also know 
that any decision to end peace with 
Israel — by, for example, recalling 
its ambassador or closing the border 
or evicting the multi-national 
peacekeepers in Sinai — would lead 
to 8 very angry response in 


Hashington, especially on Capitol: 
1, 


There are not many U.S. senators 
or representatives who would be 
willing to vote in favour of a 
foreign-aid package for Egypt — 
which this year includes $2.5 billion 
in economic and military aid — if it 
tore up its peace treaty with Israel, 

Thus, according to U.S. officials, 
any Egyptian decision to end the 
peace trenty would huve to be uc- 
companied by an Egyptian move 
away from Washington and back 
toward Moscow us Egypt's major 
superpower friend and supplier. 

U.S. officials simply do not 
believe that Mubaruk is prepared to 
give up his American card. That, 
supposedly, will help ensure his 
steady course in the peace negotia- 
tions with Israel. 


WHILE IT IS firmly believed here 
that these two constraints on Egyp- 
tian policy should serve to keep a 
steady relationship between Cairo 
and Jerusalem, no one here is belit- 
tling the serious problems on the 
road ahead. There js still a very 
wide gap separating the Israeli and 
Egyptian visions of “full autonomy" 
for the Palestinians, as originally ap- 
proved at Camp David. The 
Americans, as the “full partner” in 
trying to mediate those dif- 
ferences, have their work cut out 
for themselves. The special U.S. en- 
voy for those autonomy negolia- 
tions, Ambassador Richard Fair- 
banks, so far hus stayed pretty much 
in the background, studying up on 
all the technical nuances of the 
talks. But he is snid to be taking his 
new responsibilily very seriously, 
and will get deeply involved follow- 
ing the Sinai withdrawal. He 
recognizes, his aides suy, that his 
major problem will he getting his 
Israeli and Egyptian counterparts to 
tuke him seriously. He does not 
have the stature or clout of a Sol 
Linowitz or Robert Strauss, his in- 
mediute predecessors during the 
Carter administration. U.S. of- 
ficials, in recognizing that Fair- 
banks might fuil to nail down an 
hulonomy agreement, are not yel 
looking down the rond to possible 
alternative approaches. Such 
scenarios, for the momen, are 
simply too agonizing to consider. 


IN LOOKING ahead, however, the. 
traditional dilemma of trying to 
please both Israel and the Arabs will 
continue tv plague the Reagan ad- 
ministration, This will be 
manifested by new U.S, arms sales 
to “moderate” Arab states, which 
will anger Israel. Ai the same time, 
Washington probably will veto UN 
Security Council resolutions con- 
demning Israel, And that will upset 
the Arabs. That dilemma ἘΝ 
become part of the historlea 
process, It is simply unlikely to dis- 
appear. It's been around for 
years. Truman, for example, Te 
jected the. advice of his State 
Department ‘Arabists" who — 
that the U.S. hold off on extend 4 
diplomatic recognition to 1 in 
May, 1948. Israel and its ff od 
‘around the world were delight 2 
that he ignored the State Depart 
ment. But what many people 
is that Truman did accept the Stal 
Department's recommendation με 
the U.S. embargo arms shipments 
Israel, even though it was In 
midst of its War of Independenct, 
having been invaded by noighbowr: 
ing Arab armies. The U.S. fear : 
that any military sales-would ort 
the Arabs, That same ration = 
precluded any U.S. arms aod 
{srael until the Kennedy administ 
tion in the early Sixties. 
Reagan administration will tre 
carefully In the days and a 
ahead. The challenge is great — 
are the stakes, εν 
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THERE ARE several interpreta- 
lions of present events in Israel and 
the administered areas, Of- 
ficial Israel believes that the clashes 
are not its fault; many others 
believe they are. 

The policies of the government 
are partly to blame for the adverse 
view of the situation prevailing 
abroud. Many tsraelis, too, take an 
adverse view of those policies. But 
there remains an irreconcilable dif- 
ference between the standpoint of 
the dsravlis, even omitting the 
Reginist clement, aad whe stund- 
point (hat finds expression in Uie 
Western press. 

The Western disposition had 
become negative before Menachem 
Begin came to office, What brought 
the change was nat the shift of 
power from Lubour to Likud inside 
[srael, but the shift in the balance of 
forces on the globe. Before the 
1970s, the West had no strong in- 
lerest cither way in the struggle 
between Argh and Jew. Since the 
(970s the West has a compelling in- 
leres( in accommodating the Arabs, 

A louk at the way toreign news- 
papers cover events in the Middle 
East reveals that nothing Israel can 
dy, other than making αὶ total sur- 
render to Arab demands, will give 
her a Givouruble imuge ubroad. 

For all thal, Isracl must seek to 
Achieve peace with the Arabs, But 
we must nal expect salviition from 
the Western democracies, even 
though they were once our friends. 


THE CLASHES between Jews and 
Arabs occupy the headlines. They 
are taken as evidence thal Israel is 
(trying lo subdue the population of 
the administered areas. 

What the army is trying (o subdue 
is civil unrest. The causes of the un- 
rest ure undoubtedly political, But 
the cause of the casualties is the 
riotous behaviour of the Arabs. 

Which side is to blame for the 
confrontation? Does Israel apply 
aggressive colonialist, imperialist, 
domineering, racialist, intransigent 
altitudes (I cite adjectives used 
repeatedly in the Western media)? 
Or are the Arab powers the aggres- 
sors, laying down ultimatums and 
refusing to make any settlement 
with the |sraelis? 

Attention is focussed on the at- 
titude of the Israeli side. Foreign 
journalists depict it us ultra. 
nationalistic. Jews, they say, wish to 
amnex the West Bank and Gazu 
because they ure part of the Jewish 
hiblical heritage. The presence of ἃ 
milhon Arab inhabitants makes no 
difference. 

Some [sraelis do hold this view, 
and they are extremely vocal. But 
they ate not the majority. 

The general, largely unspoken 
desire in this country is for peace 
with the Arabs based on mutual 
concessions, “The Jews of Isract 
doube whether this can be achieved 
al the present time, but they desire 
it all the same — more than the 
Arabs do, more than the UN does, 
more thitn the signers of the Venice 
declaration do. ‘ 

There is, however, acomplicating 
factor. The bulk of the Israelis --- 
with all thei distaste for fanaticism, 

with all their eagerness: for good 
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The Allan Vian restricts Jerael! settlement mainly to the un 
Populated Jordin Valley and eastern slopes. 


hills betwee 


Maps show some of settlement plans, 
and their relationship to Arab pop- 
ulations. The Allon Plan carefully 
avoids Arab settlements in calling for 
development along the Jordan Valley 
and arid eastern slopes to form a 
“strategic zone,'’ The plan leaves a 
clearly defined Arab zone In the hills 
and western slopes. In contrast, Gush 
Emunim settlements intersperse with 
neighbouring Arab villages. The 
recently released Sharon ''20-year 
plan" incorporates the Allon Plan but 
goes further in proposing intensive 
Jewish settlement on the western 
slopes in sparsely-populated areas 


close to the Green Line. 


sense and fair play — will not ac- 
cept the demand embodied in the 
above-mentioned Venice deciara- 
tion for a complete withdrawal to 
the 1949 armistice lines. 

This is the first reason for the 
widespread misunderstanding of 
Israel's Zionist uins and objectives, 
Yet the refusal to restore the old 
status quo does not derive from any 
implacable territorial ambitions or 
delusions of grandeur. 

The Jews are concerned with 
something more basic: the logistics 
of physical and national survival. 
The world attributes to the Jewish 


state the role of assailant and sces: 


the Arabs us the defencelesy vie- 
tims, 

In the eyes of the Israelis it is the 
other wuy round, The Arabs ure 
numerous, bloated with petrodol- 
lars, indestructible. The Jews are 


Sharon scheme propouen settlements on the 
alopes and along enst-weat roads {to the coal 


few, perched on the edge of the 
region, rammed into a corner. 

The hostility that underlies the 
Middle East conflict is Arab 
hostility. 

Arab governments may recognize 
the 1949 lines if Isruel withdraws to 
them. But the emotional pressure to 


wipe out the Jewish state will not 


ubale, 

Israelis are convinced that if their 
country becomes destroyable, it 
will be destroyed. A durable peace 
can he — as UN Resolution 242 
voncedes — only on secure borders 
(my italics), 


THIS" BRINGS us to a’ second 
reason for the outer world’s failure 
to comprehend the Israeli position. 

If your intentions are so good, the 
world asks us, why do they look so 
bad? Why does your government 


Bulk of Govh πεν! πὶ" 


Israel and the world press 


Nothing Israel does, says The Post's David Krivine, will gain Israel a favourable press. 
Nevertheless, he believes that a unilateral pullback by Israel from the main Arab population 
centres in Judea and Samaria will relieve some of the ‘pressure of headlines. 


Ἢ targeted settlements 116 on the populated 


blus and ΠΟ τοι, 


ern and western 


Project a negative image, militant 
and hawkish? And why is this 
“silent majority” so inert, in the 
face of policies that are allegedly 
abhorrent to its way of thinking? 

To answer the latter question 
first, the average Israeli is stuck 
between the devil and the deep blue 
sea, We desire an understanding 
with the Arabs, but the Arabs don't 
wish an understanding with us. We 
cannot advocate with enthusiasm a 
partnership in which there is no wil- 
ling partner. 

Besides, Begin’s programme has 
a pragmatic aspect, too. Some 
moderate Israclis find themselves 
condoning the creation of Jewish 
settlements in Judea and Samaria. 
They do so uneasily: they see it as a 
fall-back measure, a second best, ° 

They are not motivated by 
dogma, they are not Inflamed by a 
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fervent belief in the Jewish right to 
all of Eretz Yisrael, They do, in 
their heart of hearts, cherish that 
aspiration, bul they acknowledge 
that it is not practicable. They are 
ready to waive it. 

What they cannot waive is the 
need for protection against the 
threat of invasion. Arie! -Sharon's 
bastions are one way of providing 
that protection. The method they 
would prefer is less problematic, but 
the Arabs won't meet them half- 
way; which makes it difficult even 
for persons with dovish opinions to 
oppose Begin's policies 
wholeheartedly. 

The average Israeli does nol see 
the settlements as an act of occupa- 
tion and annexation, It is important 
to make τι distinction between the 
views of Gush Emunim and of those 
who think differently. 

The moderates may go along — 
reluctantly — with Begin’s strategy, 
but they would opt for something 
very different, if it was available. 1 
would go so fur as to say that they 
would accept any territorial solu- 
tion offered by the Arab side, 
however minimalist, provided the 
Israeli general staff expressed itself 
us satisfied (hat the new frontiers al- 
low the successful defence of 
Isrite!'s homes within the Green 
Line, 

A single qualification must be ad- 
ded: Jerusalem must not be divided 
again, This is an important proviso 
und one that, admittedly, sounds ar- 
bitrary. 

ALU leust this can be said, however: 
if it is accepted by the Arabs, there 
will be a lot of give-and-take. Their 
wishes for an official status in the 
city could be met — on condition 
(again) (hat Jerusalem remained uni- 
fied as Israel's capital. 


WHY, THEN, DO FOREIGN jour- 
nalists present this different picture 
— of a desire to subjugate? Because 
it is the image that the government 
enuses to be projected. And this 
needs explanation, too. aA 
The government — Begins 
government — docs not itself pro- 
ject any image at all. It cannot. 
because it (the government) is not 
of one picce, it has no Cd 
identity or collective ideology. It 
therefore has no voice. There is an 
information gap. This is allowed to 
be filled — infuriatingly — by the 
ardliners of Herut. ᾿ ᾿ 
, The mistake is to identify their 
voice with the voice of the nation. 
Herut has only 24 seats in the 120- 
member Knesset. Add three from 
Tchiya plus Rabbi Haim Druckman 
of the National Religious Party iL 
which adds up to 28, and that's @ 
The government is a coalition Ὁ’ 
parties, each of which nurses ue 
separate policies. A good many no 
tions are shared, but not all. Bes 
believes that every Inch. of Bre 
Yisrael should be retained. Many 
his cabinet colleagues do not sub 
scribe to that. ae 
The Liberals have a different opin’ 
ion..So does Agudat Yisrael. So do 
some NRP factions; . Ἢ 
Suppose that Arab governmen re Bai 
declare themselves fornorrow., ὃς : Ue 
ready to conclude s.comprehens! 2 
(continued ow page 23) 
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{Continved from page 12) 


house. In the end that was not much 
of a problem for people who intend 
being farmers, Everyone of us did 
their, final connection on their 
own,” 

The group intends concentrating 
on getting over its inilial settling-in 
problems during the better part of 
this year, and wouid then like lo ex- 
pand to a plateau of 60 families, 


ANITA, who lived in Greenwich 
Village West in Manhattan before 
coming on aliyn in 1967, is still bitter 
about the way in which the 
authorities forced them to leave 
Yamit with less than one day's 
notice. 

“On March 31, they simply 
turned off our water and electricity 
and informed us that we had a day 
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in which to pack and leave Yamit. 
What got us so mad, besides the 
brutul nature of the announcement, 
is that the army then permitted the 
anti-withdrawal-movement pro- 
jtestors to stay in Yamit until the 
very end. It would have been ex- 
tremely helpful to us to have 
another two weeks or 80 to get our 
houses in Dekel in better shape, but 
they absolutely refused to give usan 
additional day.” 

ln all fairness, it should be noled 
that the evacuation authorilies had 
informed all Yamil inhabitants, by 
registered letter, that they would 
have to clear out by March 31. The 
psychological state of the seltlers 
was such, however, that they 
refused to take the warning 
seriously.) 

All the people who had come to 
settle in Yamit and the moshavim 
were, Anita said, true pioneers, at’ 
the beginning, “searching for a bet- 


ter quality of life and for an oppor- 
tunity to do something for the good 
of the country. it's the government 
that drove many of them to become 
disgusting money grubbers. 


“They would go every day to that 
horrible evacuation-authority of- 
fice, where there was a long cor- 
ridor with wall-to-wall carpeting in 
the endless rooms matched by the 
wall-to-wall layers. It's they and the 
government who should be held 
responsible for turning this whole 
affair into such a disgusting thing.” 

In the end, Anita says, there was 
wholesale looting in Yamit. 

Rahel Shamir in Netiy Ha‘asara, 
bore her out. “The looting went on 
under our very noses. I went one 
day for three hours to the clinic in 
Beersheba, and when 1 came back 
to the moshay someone had lifted 

and stolen the flagstones from_my 
courtyard in back of my house. My 


cousin had his motorcycle stolen 
right from in front of his house and, 
all in all, 10 cars were stolen from 


the moshav, The ugliest thing of all- 


was the wholesale uprooting and 
stealing of door and window frames 
from homes in which people were 
still living while they were packing 
their containers for Erez," 

In spite of her shared anger with 
Rahel Shamir, Anita Amibar in 
Dekel was somewhat more 
philosophical. “Despite all of the 
trauma involved in the way we were 
forced to move, we're still much 
better off than the Netiv Ha'asara 
people. They trusted the govern- 
ment. We built our houses on our 
own." 


IDEALISM and pioneering have 
long been major components of 
Israel's image, both in its own eyes 
and in those of the world, 

The truth is that idealism, es- 
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pecially among the young, has never 
been an Israeli monopoly. What was 
unique in {srael was that this 
minority of idealistically motivated 
people was combined with channels 
for the pragmatic application of 
their idenlistic pioneering zeal io 
nation-building goals, created 
ideological political parties and 
state institutions. 

Idealistic zeal and the penchant 
for pioneering have not disappeared 
in the Israel of the 1980s. Their 
nature has perhaps changed. What 
has broken down (possibly beyond 
repair?) are the know-how and the 
organizations that in former da 
harnessed that broadly based zeal to 
national goals. 

The manner in which Yamit was 
evacuated is an indication of that 
breakdown. The spirit of those 
evacuees who are ready to try again 
is an indication that popular 
idealism is far from dead in Israel. 
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The tulips you planted in 
October are blooming. 
Now is the time to plant 
summer bulbs, such as filies and 
begonias. Plant them in March 
or April, with easy, step-by-step 
instructions found in the Israel 
Gardening Encyclopedia. 


This best-selling book by Walter 
Frankl, the gardening columnist 
of The Jerusalem Post, is the 
complete. month-by-month 
guide to growing everything 
that grows in Israel: 
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of The Jerusalem Post in Jerusalem. 
Tel Aviv and Haifa or by mail. postage 
free To order, fill aut the coupon below 
and senci fl, with your cheque, ἴδ: 
The Jerusalam Post, P.0.8. 81, 91000 
Jerusalem. 
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Please send Israel Gardening 
Encyclopedia, by Walter Frankl. 
My cheque for IS 297 Is 
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(continued from page 20) 
peace treaty based on the Allon 
plan, which today represents 
Israel’s minimalist position. 

The impact of such an initiative 
would be as great as the impact of 
Sadat's visit 10 Jerusalem. The op- 
portunity of ending a hundred years 
of war between Jew and Arab would 
override tactical considerations of 
coalition advantage. Each Knesset 
member would face the moment of 
truth. 

This is in spite of the obstacle of 
the settlements, now widespread in 
Judea and Samaria. Some would be 
kept under the Allon plan, Evacua- 
tion of the others would be a heart- 
breaking affair, as was the evacua- 
tion of Yamit and Ophira. 

But the opportunity of con- 
cluding a final peace with defensible 
borders would be decisive. If Begin 
Iejected that peace offer and the 
territorial surrender thal goes with 
itunder the Allon plan, he would be 
outvoted by a sizeable majority in 
the present Knesset. Not a few of 
the less-fanatical Herut members 
might well support the opposition to 
Begin on this issue. 


QUITE A DIFFERENT picture 
Teaches the outside world via 
foreign newspapers, radios and 
lelevision networks. They see Israel 
as the aggressor, when it is in fact on 
the defensive. Ths Arabs are nol the 
passive side. Mude confident by 
their new authority on the world 
slage, they are Full of zest for stir- 
ting up trouble. 

Journalists refuse to depict the 
scene in that way, because (he 
national interest in their countries 
calls for a different presentation. 
Their readers require two things in 
One: a solution that will keep the 
Arabs happy, and a solution that is 
morally right. In order that the two 
should be one, the solution that 
keeps the Arabs happy has to be the 
Solution that is morally right. 
Conversely: the solution that will 
keep the Israelis happy must, alas, 
be morally wrong. 

Newspapermen slant their report 
of events to fit those guidelines. 
They learn what is needed by notic- 
ing what happens to their copy. if its 
Political line does not accord with 
the prevailing ideology, it will be 
ea shortened, or placed on 

Inside page with a meagre 
headline. ie o 

The most influential correspon- 
dents are those whose stories reflect 
the standpoints their public feels to 

e tight. The columnist who wants 


‘0 do his job well will Instinctively 


τὸν to the doctrines that ore 


-" He cannot afford to be up- 


fashionable. 


Thirty years ago, when-alashes : 
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between Arab and Jew caused 
fatalities on both sides, the Jewish 
fatalities were noticed and 
deplored. They were seen as victims 
of a noble stuggle for a patriotic 
cause, Al that time the world's 
ideology was pro-Zionist. 

Today Arab casualties are 
emphasized and the Israeli 
casualties are treated like traffic ac- 
cidents. The world's ideology has 
become pro-Arab, 

This is not to say that Israel's 
policies as applied by the existing 
government are right in every par- 
ticular. A lot of criticism is justified. 
But the fault-finding done by 
foreign communications media goes 
beyond legitimate criticism. 1 
would be antagonistic almost in 
equal measure if Labour were in 
power. 

The best evidence Of this buill-in 
antagonism is the indifference 
shown in the international com- 
munity to [he evacuation of Sinai. 
Israel is abandoning four-fifths of 
the lerritories it has held since 1967, 
including oilfields (whose loss strips 
the country of all energy sources), 
air bases, cities, villages and roads, 
all built by the Israelis; not to men- 
tion the navy's control of the Tiran 
Straits, which dominate [he 
entrance to the Red Sea. , 

This is ‘a major sacrifice, given 
thal Sinai, precious to the Jews, has 
never meant anything lo the Egyp- 
tians (till the Israelis seized it) and 
contains virtually no Egyptian in- 
habitants. Yet The Guardian news- 
paper in Engiand headed an 
editorial on February 8, exactly " 
weeks before Israel's scheduled 
retreat, with the title: ‘Israel Just 
Grows and Grows.” ; 

Israel is considered an expanding 
power, thirsty for territorial con- 
quests, because she does not want 
her waistband between Haifa and 
Tel Aviv reduced from 80 
kilometres to 15. The fact that she is 
at the moment evacuating a great 
stretch of land, bringing her 
southern frontier all the way back 
from the Suez Canal to the edge of 
the Negev, is not considered a ler- 
ritorial contraction. 

That is a measure of the “objec- 
tivity” shown towards Middle East 
questions at the present time. = 

The conclusion to. be drawn is 
that Israel must not put her falth in 
the support and sympathy of the 
outside world, The country in 
whose policies towards Israel 
-morality plays the greatest part is 
the U.S. But even that country 1s af- 
fected by: considerations of self- 
interesl, and sees things more and 
more through Arab spectacles. 


“ TSRAEL SEEMS to have reached 
τὸ an impasse, What has gone:wrong, 


‘and how car it-be put-right? 
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What has gone wrong is plain 
enough: Israel stopped being a spec- 
tacular success when immigrants 
stopped coming. That happened in 
1970. 

Viewed in a historical perspec- 
tive, the dilemma makes sense. 
There is a perpetual struggle among 
8 growing world population for the 
Ilmited land available, If you can fill 
an area, you can keep it. If you 
leave it empty, somebody else will 
fill it. 

Basically, that is what happened 
in Sinai. [t was handed over to the 
Jewish people by the Israel Defence 
Force in 1967 on a platter — a large 
chunk of virgin land empty of in- 
habitants except for a hundful of 
Beduin. Fifteen years later, it was 
empty still. The whole great penin- 
sula contained fewer Jewish settlers 
than any one of the six new suburbs 
added to Jerusalem in that period. 

The Arabs cannot be blamed for 
wanting Sinai back. The desire for 
land is not rational, it is instinctive. 
Had a million Israclis made their 
homes in that parched desert over 
the inst decade and u half, the in- 
stinctive desire among the Egyp- 
tians to recover it would have 
weakened. 

The sume applies to Judea und 
Samaria. Settling 30,000 persons 
there is meaningless; the Arab pop- 
ulation is twenty times as large. The 
Jews should have flooded in from all 
corners of the earth, to outnumber 
the Arabs. The demogruphic situa- 
tion on the ground would have 
looked very different then. 

The chances of muking peice 
with the Arabs would have been 
considerably improved — withoul 
any surrender of territory. Had the 
Zionist dream been fulfilled, Isrucl’s 
Jewish population would be double 
its present size (all of the addition 
coming from Russia and the West). 

Ils output would be four times the 
present figure. The Arabs would 
have been relieved to receive a 
guarantee of their post-1967 borders 
— Egypt on the Suez Canal, the 
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staying where they arc, they hiv: 
demonstrated that they do not need 
the land. It is impossible to sii in 
Miami and lay a claim to Jericao. 
The Russian Jews who flocked to 
Brighton Beach gave the coup-de- 
grace to Israel's bid for the recovery 
of “the whole Eretz Yisrael.” 

The solution is to accept the facts 
of life; we must cut out suit to fit our 
cloth. {srael numbers four million 
inhabitants, including.3.25m. Jews. 
They can be adquately accom- 
modated within the Green Line, 
with the addition only of East 
Jerusalem and those unpopulated 
parts of Judea and Samaria neces- 
sary for Israel's security, as laid 
down in the Allon plan, : 

‘The way out of Israel's impasse is 
το declare those to be our frontiers 
and withdraw to them. A peace 
trealy is not indispensable, especial- 
ly when it cannot momentarily be 
achieved, If Israel has secure 
borders, we can manage without the 
formal acts of recognition or 
protestations of eternal peace that 
"δὶ Ὁ one. 
ewe be better off abandon- 
ing Nablus and Ramallah and 
Hebron. Let us fall back on the land 
that is truly ours, by virtue of the 
large presence of Jews, and con- 
centrate on defending thal. 

The search for peace would con- 
tinue, without the pressure of 
headlines. The world press would 
sce our situation more clearly, more. 
objectively, more sympathetically. 

‘And so, for that matter, would we 
‘ourselves. Ὁ . ς΄. 
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Going to get away from it all? 


PICKNICKING — 


Before you leave remember to thoroughly wet down the 
campfire area and stones. Protect our forests 


DRIVING — 


Drive carefully and enjoy the country safely. Your life 
and the life of others depend on il. 


SIGHTSEEING — 


Report any suspicious objects. Don't wait for someone 
else Lo doit. It may save your life and the life of others. 


ENJOY a HAPPY and 
SAFE HOLIDAY 


PAGE TWENTY-THREE 


PAGE TWENTY-FOUR 


smiling? 


τῷ. signe as Dawel Bon Gurion tooks on 


Establisting and maintaining the first Jewish State in two 
imillenma was a dream come true. It was — and still is — an 
undertaking that damands dedication, love and 8 lot of hard work 
front avery past. prasant and futura Israali. 


biassems, the sound of our children speaking Habraw, the sense 
of belonging in the Land our ancestors lived for. There is still 
planty to smile about, in spite of tha tserzis. 


To share your many feelings about Israel with friands and 
relatives overseas. give thom a gift subscription to THE 
JERUSALEM POST International Edition. The weekly 
Internatmnal Edition 1s compiled and edited 1n Israel from the 
previous week's editions of THE JERUSALEM POST. Its 24 
news-filled pages are like a visit from Israel every week. To order 
a gift subscr:ption just fill out and send us the form below, with 
your cheque. And smile. 


THE JERUSALEM . 
ΡΌΒ. B1, 91 000, JERUSALEM 
Suliscriplons can be handed in at 
ΒΗ αι πᾶ § Retia. Shama, Jerusalem 
Jerusalem Post +4 Carlebach S1. Tel Aviv 
Jerusalem Post 3-4 Renov Herzl Hata 


Please send The Jerusalam Post, International Edition to- 


NAME 


ADNRESS 

nity 

STATE ZIP 
My cheque for {seo rates below) 1s onclosed 


Ploase send a gift card to the recipient in my nama. 


Name 
Addross eae ἰὸς; ἘΣ ΘΟ 
AIRMAIL 6 Months 1 Year 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES ὑπιηχμαασημνη, νος a 
a δ 26 issuas' 52 issues 
nae 
U.S.A., Canada Ussat 
U.K., Europe Ussga 
Other countries USS45 


Puymsent can be nde in iseacl Shokels nt tho tate of 
avchangs on the day of payment, plus 12% VAT 


a 


Why are these men 


{Fron riqit) Moste Sharalt holds the Scroll of Independence for Eliezer Kaplan 


Hews to the dream of those who signed the Proclamation of 
Independance. Isruelis today mberit the small of oranga~ 


THE JERUSALEM FOST INDEPENDEN 


caer oe ee 


Between Safad and Alma 


Instead of 


HAVE A FEW days off? 

Until just about a month ago, 
many [sraelis had no problem of 
what to do. They would pile the 
family into the car, take along food, 
wiler and sleeping bags, and head 
for Sinai, 

Once there, they would often as 
nol drive up to the beachfront and 
spend the next few days lying on the 
sand, with an occasional swim, and 
perhaps a bonfire in the evening. 
Others would bring their masks and 
snorkels and engage in u little skin 
diving. 

Those days are gone. Even if the 
Egyptians do permit unrestricted 
cumping along the entire coastline, 
8 policy that at this time seems un- 
likely, there will never be quite the 
feeling of freedom that reigned 
hitherto. A-wait at the border, the 
requirement of a visa (even if it is 
given, as promised, on the spot) and 
the obligatory changing of funds 
into Egyption currency are all fac- 
tors that will necessarily reduce the 
Sponteneity of the excursion. 

Nor are there easy answers for 
those secking an alternative. 


THE ONE AREA that does come 
to mind is the shore of the Kinneret. 
In addition to having a relatively 
wurm climate in the spring ‘and 
futumn, when thousands of Israelis 
take their holidays, much of the 
shore is provided with bathing 
facilities, water and toilets, 
facilitating overnight camping. 

What is lucking is the vast space 
that Sinai ufforded. If you go to the 
Kinneret, you should expect crowds 
ind noise. The lunch you eat may 
not be your own. 

On the other hand, there is 
nothing fo prevent the creative 
holidaymaker from using the 
Shoreline as a [ree hotel, with 
perhaps a bit of a swim in the morn- 
ing when you get up and in the late 
afternoon before settling down for 


Haim Shapiro 


the night. Just remember that you 
ate in mosquito country and tiuke 
plenty of insect repellent. 

During the day, let other people 
choke on the barbecue smoke and 
dodge the soccer balls. 

Use the location as the ventre for 
a series of excursions. Plan one day 
for Gamla, viewing the remains of 
northern Israel's answer to Masuda, 
with a series of waterfalls as an ad- 
ded pleasure. Hiking here cun be 
Just as strenuous us you want to 
make it. 

Another day may be devoted to 
Nahal Amud, the nature reserve 
near Safad that many consider the 
most beautiful spot in Israel, Or go 
to Mt. Tabor or Mt. Gilboa to see 
the wild Mowers. 

The Huleh nature reserve is near- 
by, and so is the Dan. 


ONE ADVANTAGE ‘that Galilee 
has over Sinai Is the relative ease in 
camping. 

With a grocery store and 
vegetable stand only as far as the 
Neurest town or village, an 
imprompiu lunch of cheese, 
yoghurt, sardines, tomatoes and 
rolls is a simple matter (o arrange. 
For the big meal out, try one of the 
restaurants along the quay in 
Tiberius or the less romantic but 
more economical Ein Gev fist 
restaurant. 

Accommodations can range [rom 
out in the open to the camping sites, 
many with bungalows, of the kib- 
butzim around the lake, to the 
hotels of Tiberias and Safad, all 
depending on one’s need for com- 
fori and one's pocketbook. 

One advantage that sleeping in 
the open has over more conven- 
tional facilities is the fact that at 
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(Braun) 


Sinai 


peak holiday times, the hotels tend 
to be quite full, with reservations 
mude fur in advance. 

At the same time, those who do 
enjoy sleeping out and want a bit of 
privacy should nol despair, αἱ least 
during the warm stimmer months. 
Although nature reserves and 
national parks are closed at night, 
the forests of the Jewish National 
Fund remain open to the public. 

The main problem, with the ex- 
ception of a few camping and picnic 
sites throughout the country, is the 
absence of any plumbing facilities. 
On the other hand, this problem 
never scemed to faze those who 
cumped along the shores of the Red 
Seu. One would suggest that would- 
be campers tuke a shovel with them 
to bury their waste and, of course, 
be very careful about forest fires. 

The only thing lacking in a forest 
is, of course, the sea, but a camper. 
suy, on the Carmel, is within €Bsy 
driving distance of the seashore. 


UNFORTUNATELY, the one sile 
at which people do freely camp near 
the sea can hardly be recom- 
mended. 

It is the national park at 
Ashkelon, where, despite regula: 
tions, hundreds of families come 
every weekend during warm 
wether, staking out their arens αἱ 


_Setting up all manner of tents. 


In spite of the beauly of 
seashore and the park itself, the 
area is one in whieh violence is rife. 
Thefts are commonplace a! 
of cuffians sree other can} 
with apparent freedom. 

Until the police decide to take 
matters in hand, one cas a 
recommend staying away fr 
Ashkelon. 

Meanwhile, we can only hopé 
that all this will be unnecessary ΕΠ’ 
we will be as happy visiting a0 eh 
tian Sinai as we were in one.U a 


Israeli administration. Ἐν 
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ON ONE of the rare occasions that 
jate Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat lost control of himself, during 
one of the more advanced stages of 
the peace negotiations, he uttered a 
sentence thal upset Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin as well as many, if 
not most, Israelis at the time. Few 
remember that sentence, which 
described in a nutshell almost 
everything that the Egyptian side 
felt towards Israel and the Israelis, 

it was during the grotesque effort 
made by Begin to convince Sadat to 
leave the Jews in Yamit and the 
region's villages in its district. Sadat 
made it very clear that he wished 
Sinai clean of Jews. And when 
Begin asked what will happen to the 
settlements, Sadat reportedly said: 
“As far as | am concerned you can 
burn them.” 

When these lines appear in print 
Sadat's incredible suggestion will 
have come true: Yamit is destroyed 
and buried; the Beduin will see to it 
ihat the remains of the villages are 
also laid waste. 

Sinai has been evacuated; it is 
now Egyptian. More Egyptian than 
it has ever been. Egypt should thank 
Begin for putting the last and 
decisive international seal on the 
1906 administrative boundary 
between Ottoman-administered 
Syria and British-occupied Egypt, a 
boundary arbitrarily drawn between 
two British gun boats — one near 
Taba in Sinai and the other opposite 
Rafah on the Mediterranean. 

The Egyptian government is very 
well aware of the historic meaning 
of the Camp Duvid accords, and 
this is one of the major reasons why 
it is so anxious to grab as much ter- 
ritory as possible now that the 
delineation of the border finalises 
this border's international sanctity. 
Even a few hundred metres matter. 

There was a moment when Israel 
could have done much to fix a real 
international border in Sinai, but 
that historical moment was missed 
long before Camp David. History 
knows no “Ifs."' 


WHAT REMAINS now is to try 


to assess what the nalion muy ex- 


pect in the near future. 
There is no question that there is, 


after all, one positive side to Jsrael's 


evacuation of Sinai, which in the 


very short term may work to Israel's 
advantage, In the face of a most un- 
certain future and of heavy pressure 
from within, Israel has fulfilled its 
intemational obligations according 


to the treaty il signed. 


Nobody can deny the fantastic 
isk and, as U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan put it in his speech on April 
20, the noble action involved in the 
evacuation of such a huge and 
strategically and economically im- 


portant territory. 


However, Israel's sacrifice will 
Soon be forgotten, The world — in- 
cluding the U.S. — which has not 
exactly been’ pampering Israel, will 


want to move forward.” 


This forward movement, or 
Momentum,” will be aimed at the 
cart of farael proper under the 
Slogan of the “solution to the 


Palestinian problem.” 


One of the great successes of the 
Arabs in their propaganda has been 
ἰδ convincing most of the world 
media on two issues. The first is, 
that Israel is to blame for creatin, 


ὁ “Palestinian Problem’ an 


therefore should i 
pay for solving it. 
at the payment demanded in- 
Yolves for all practical reasons the- 
Sbliteration of Israel hea never been 


Stiously considered. 
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The weapon of 
self-confiden 
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on November 30, 1947, the day after the UN 
lishment of a Jewish state 


Scene in Jerusalem's Jaffa Road 
General Assembly's reso! 
in part of Eretz Yisrael. 
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aradox in which the most vicious, 
1, tyrannical, bloodthirsty and 
anti-Semitic terror organization in 
modern history came to be given 
full legitimation as a noble freedom 


tution recommending the estabi 


years. Oil has become abundant, 
and its prices are dropping and will 
continue to drop. OPEC cannot 
hold the world by the throat 
anymore, nor can the Arabs decide 
the price of energy. : 
The rich Arab countries, which 
got used to extravagant spending, 
are beginning to experience deficit. 
Libya cannot meet its monetary 
commitments. Iraq's economy is in 


i if Israel is able 
sgl cheetahs ely shambles just as its army is in 


to change this attitude but if it will 
be able to withstand the pressure for 


ds . 
the coming five or maximum six Saudi Arabia will be next, 


Until 1973, the world did not do 
much about conserving energy or 
Ing new sources of energy. The 
oil then being about $3 per 
barrel, it seemed pointless to look 
for alternative sources of enorgy. By 
raising the price of oll tenfold, the 
Arabs alerted the whole industrial 
world.and unknowingly triggered o 
new industrial: revolution and the 
beginning: of the Arab political 


IN 1973, right after the ¥ 
War and the beginning 
serious oil crisis, a famous and very 
old American Orfentalist wrote 
letter in which he. suggested 
Israel will have to sustain very tough 
ure for no more than 15 years, 
ich she will in all probability 


i nin, 
moe here 4 I venture to guess thal by the end 
‘of this decade, the Arabs will have 
loat their ability to apply economic 
pressure on the industcial countries. 
. Already’ now, many of them are 
very hard-pressed for cash, 


nse. The Arabs are 
- economic ‘superiority 


Second is that the PLO has factor, which was 


W, me the sweetheart of the 
“estern media, Only the god of 
istory may explain this fantastic 


rapidly. The oil 
‘ite aharp edges in recent 


JERUSALEM POST 


But the rich Arab countries can 
see this process setting in as much 
a3 we can. They will try to get the 
maximum in the coming five years, 
us long as their ascendency lusts. 

The Arab effort seems to be con- 
centrating on two avenues: the 
political and the military, The 
political one, involving inter- 
national pressure on Isracl to 
withdraw af lease to the 1967 ar- 
mistice lines, is Egypt's respon- 
sibility. The military one is aimed 
mainly at acquiring nuclear 
weapons. The rich Arab countries, 
especially the radical ones like 
Libya and Iraq, have undertaken 
this task. 


EGYPT AFTER April 26 is a new 
country. 

The looming fear that Isrrel 
might not evacuate the rest of Sinai 
has disappeared. Once the 
government-sponsored celebrations 
over the “liberation™ of Sinai are 
over in a few days, Egypt will be 
free to curry out ils policy con- 
fidently. The various political ele- 
ments within Egypt that hnd been 
kept in check as long us [srucl was 
still in Sinai can now appeur openly 
on the scene, 

To start with President Hosni 
Mubarak himself. He is not a 
signatory to the treaty with Israel. 
The mun who signed the documents 
is dead. 

It may seem strange to the 
Western mind, but the idea of col- 
lective responsibility for a written 
document is not necessurily the 
sume in Middte Eustern culture, in 
which authority and responsibilily 
are attached tu the persan of the 
leader, Mubarak has this avenue 
open to him, and there is no rensan 
why he should not use it in the 
finure by simply saying — first and 
foremost to his own people — thal 
the peace treaty with Israch does not 
bind him personally, 

There are many in Egypt whe ure 
ready to accept this reasuning. The 
pious Moslem intellectuals (let us 
not call them “fundamentulists,” 
this word simply does nol belong to 
the world of Islamic concepts) can- 
hot accept the legitimation of Israel 
through a peace treaty. [t is con- 
trary 10 Islamic Inw and it amounts 
to no less than the abuse of Islamic 
history. 

Once the major objective of the 
treaty has been achieved and 
Islamic territory retrieved, there is 
no mote moral basis, Islamically 
speaking, for going along with the 
voluntary legalization of the Jewish 
state, Pressure for cooling relations 
with Israel and reversing whatever 
there is of normalization must be 
expected, 

Then there are the pan-Arab 
nationalists, students, professionals 
and other representatives of the 
Egyptian intelligentsia. Israel for 
them is an enemy. If only in order 
to be the common foe uniting the 
Arabs, it should continue being the 
enemy. 

As far as they are concerned, 
Egypl cannot stdy outside the Arab 
world. On the contrary, Egypt alone 
can lead modern Arab nationalism 
to its final viclory, the politicat uni- 
fication of the Arab world. Its 
historical destiny is to be the Prussia 
and Savoy of the Arab world. 

It is this historical role, which 
Egypt must play, thal necessitates 
the termination of the strange and 


abnormal relation with the arch- 


enemy of the Arabs — namely, the 
State of Israel. : 


THE AIM of the Egyptian 
nationallsts is for. their country not 
merely to come back to the Arab 
world, but to lead it. There are also 
strong forces in the Egyptian ad~ 


ministration itself who have been 
going along with this idea, 

The repeated declarations of 
Butros Ghali, Usama al-Bas, Ismat 
Abd u!-Magid and many others who 
belong to the entourage of the 
former Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Fahmi, in favour of a Palestinian 
Slate and the “abolition of the 
Zionist character of the State of 
Israel and the need for its assump- 
tion of an Arab nature,” are in- 
dicative of the steady undercurrent 
of opposition to the continuation of 
the normal relations with Israel. 

All these forces in Egypt are go- 
ing to siep up their pressure, and 
Mubarak ts not secure enough, or 
morally committed or personully 
convinced to wish to oppose them, 
let alone have a showdown with 
them. 

There is nothing that can be done 
anymore as far as the relations 
between Israel and Egypt are con- 
cerned. But Israel should be ready 
to accept the fact that the forces αἱ 
work, inside Egypt and in the Arub 
world in general, are probably much 
stronger then the word and letter of 
the Cump David Accords. 

The other objective of the Arab 
world, however — the wish to ac- 
quire un atomic bomb — fantustic 
as it may seem to sume — is highly 
significant fur Israel's future 
political moves, And it directly in- 
volves Juden and Samarin, the hilly 
backhone of [he country, con- 
stituting the only nutural protection 
in case of a nuclear threat. 

The Arab dream has always been 
fo acquire some kind uf “final 
wenpon™ that could seriously threat 
Israel's existence without too much 
trouble, Two decades ago in Nas- 
ser's Egypt, the long-range dand-lo- 
lund missiles secmed to sulve the 
problem, Egypt then hired German 
seientists and spent a fortune, only 
to gel nowhere. Yel if never con- 
veiled its objective, lo reach that 
ideal situation in which Israel could 
be conveniently eliminated by the 
push of αὶ button. 

Israel rightly regarded Egypt's ef- 
farts as the most serious danger to 
its existence, and therefore placed 
the battle against Egyptian missile 
production at the top of the list of 
its intelligence, militury and 
political activities. 

The efforts of the Arab world to 
acquire a nuclear weapon are far 
more serious. The Arab world has 
gradually becume more radical, its 
hatred of Israel has deepened, and it 
is teeming with irresponsible groups 
and states as it has never been 
before. Such irresponsible groups 
are countries like Libya, Iraq and 
Syria and various factions in the 
PLO. . 

They all know that time is runn- 
ing out. Only five-six years are left 
ull the end of the oil-extortion era. 

The Americans and the Euro- 
peans may speak of an overall 
peace. In the modern political dic- 
tionary, this means nothing but 
reducing Israel to a state of com- 
plete vulnerability. 

Bul there is one tesson that 
history teaches us, especially Arab 
and Islamic history. Peace has never 
been made with a weak enemy, 

A weak enemy always invited 
subjugation. Israel's problem is not 
a formal peace but its acceptance 
by the Arabs as a reality that they 
cannot hope lo change. Israci’s ef- 
forts in the coming decade must be . 
aimed at proving that il is so by be- 
ing strong. Strength means not only 
military might but: also. self- 
confidence. ᾿ Ὅς *) 


Professor Moshe Sharon teaches 
‘Islamic history αἱ the Hebrew Univer- ὁ 
‘sity. He was Prime Adfuister Bagin's 
Advisen on Arab. Affairs, ᾿ ' 


‘PAGE TWENTY-FIVE 


(he ‘Weekend “Dry “Bones 


nN ΜΉΝ, 


AND APPARENTLY DUE To BE ON 


HER OWN FOR A LONG TIME 
To comMé. 


7 
‘| SHE WAS NO LONGER 
CRUSHED BY BROKEN 
PROMISées. 


SHE WAS 
USED “TO THEM 


INSIDE SHE WAS] [MIDLIFE 


TORN) wiTd 
CONFLICT... 


BUT SHE 


WAS STRONG SHE'D Lived 


UP To Hée 
COMMITMENTS 


SHE'D FACE THE 
FUTURE AUD 
WHATEVGe IT 
HELD IN STORE 
FOR KER.,..BT 
TWAT would 


BE TOMORROW! 


SPARKLES I) Wee 
HAIR AND DANCING 
SHOES ON) HER FEET 


Fis 


PAGE TWEN! ee SIX 


AFTER AL.» 
IT WAS HER. 
BIRTHDAY! 


AN IDEAL GIFT 
FOR YOUR FRIENDS AT HOME 


IN THEN = 
FOOTSTEPS 
OF JESUS 


A ete πα wee ena La 


ee ee 
ra te 
wo: ΒΝ 
Senay τα 
Α ‘dedicated biblical scholar | Agelnst the background of tha 
reverently recounts the evants of | pagan world of Rome, the story of 
Christ's life... Showing, through | a lonoly man and his mission. The 
vivid dascriptions, and superb | fife and travels of Paul, ἃ Jew fram 
photographs, tho places where | Tarsus, whose fateful experience 
Jesus lived and ministered. changed the courso of history. 
DE LUXE EDITION, 83 COLOUR | DE LUXE EDITION, 91 COLOUR 
AND 49 B/W ILLUSTRATIONS. | AND 40 B/W ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Availablo in English, German, French, Dutch, Spanish afd Malian 

PAPER-BACK EDITION (IN ENGLISH AND FAENCH) 

FULL COLOUR AND UNABRIDGED, IS NOW AVAILABLE 

Sole Distribution in !srnel: 


Ὁ Steimatzky’s Agency Ltd, 
JERUSALEM + TEL-AVIV + HALFASLYDDA AIRPORT 
Joint Publication in Israel: Nateey & Stelmatzky 


Jewish National Fund picnic site in the Garen Park in the Western Galilee nutural forest. 


Getting lost in the woods 


OF a the dangers this part of the oh Se aan” Inps. 
world has offe: ting lost in the Ϊ i toilets and park ; 
woods has Rae ech a high on Abraham Rabinovich The JNF authorities have thus far 
the list. ——— declined tu introduce American- 
The Jewish National Fund isnow areas. style Jodges or restaurants into the 
preparing a plan that will make it Little noticed by the general nation's forests, but such facilities 
possible for people to do precisely public except out of the corner ofits have begun to spring up around the 
that — lose themselves, albeit along eye as it-drives around the country, edges of existing forests. 60 
well-marked roads, in srael'sexten- 4 green revolution has been occur- = The Israeli public has adjusted 
sive and underutilized forests. ring in Israel since the foundation quickly to the new facilities offered 
“You can already travel today Οὗ the state. ___ them, flocking (o them in increasing 
from Misgay Am on the Lebanese In fa rie could ind λᾶς : numbers every year. 
border 10 Yattir Forest north of 400.0 unams of natur vist 
Beersheba and stay in forests most woodland and 60,000 dunams THE CLOSING of bbl 
of the time," says Mordechai Ben- planted by the Mandatory beaches to easy access fo avi 
Porat, INF afforestation director. authorities and the Jewish National Israel's withdrawal — es 3 
INF planners are designing 8 Fund. Since then, the area of substantially increase ἃ ε roa =o 
National Recreation Route that will planted forests has been increased Israelis heading inland to μὴ ¢ forests 
enable vacationers to use the ex- tenfold, giving a totally new for their recreational nee on τρὶς 
isting system of forest roads. character to Israel's countryside. In The National Beare : A 
This system includes 5,000 recent years, the traditional pine will be the ἐπείτε, ὑεῖ μὲ 
kilometres of service roads and has given way toa greater variely of together rola H τῇ ἃ μεῖς 
other non-asphalt vehicular tracks trees, creating a more interesting ee cat mete ae ze 
winding thro’ nation’s forestscape. ᾿ 
foresis, Their σα μισὰ length 610 Under the JNF's master plan for be a = than ever for the 
limes the length of the country. afforestation, the existing million national sou! Be edit ail 
“Our idea is to work out aroute dunams are lo be augmented by clanging γι eta oa Ake 
of about 700-800 kilometres 430,000 dunams by the year 2,000. along it ἰδ Ποτέ θο τες 
between Upper Galilee and the In the past decade, there has been Lebancse δ εἰ τὰ ΤΡ 
northern Negev," says Ben-Porat. another revolution within the Galilee, - ii sept eto pe 
This route will make use of existing forests themselves. The initial ob- Western ἢ " ξεν piles baal 
forest roads, which will have to be jective of “redeeming the land" by the ee aie Nekal Icon 
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eon : a 1 
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AZORIM LTD. 
SOLEL BONEH 


offer apartments for sale 


Dekel Towers 


tan attractive building in Bavli} 


At 10 Rehov Herzog, in the centre of Bavii, 
Tel Aviv, a building. featuring innovative 
architecture, is being erected. It contains 
two residential towers with two apartments 
on each floor, two elevators and separate 
stair-wells. 


Comfortable and spacious: separate 
heating systems for each apartment, 
provision for air conditioning. Parking — 
mostly coverad — for every apartment. 


Two flexible purchasing schemes. Come 
and find out which is the better one for you. 


Details at Azorim, Tei Aviv. Sales Department: 6 ‘ 
Rehov Kaufman, Beit Gibor (opposite Charles Clore 
Park. Tel. 03-630440/41/42. 


ecled to take two or three yeara 
efore the route is staked out, at 
least in part. ; ; 


